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Origins of the Dorney Name – Ó Doronaigh
Thanks to Jerry Kelly of www.irishtribes.com for his information on the origins of the Dorney name, all the
research is his, any errors are mine. Jerry is building a database of medieval Irish ecclesiastics, which 
requires linking all the medieval Irish, Latin and English name variations to modern Irish.

A commonly used ‘authoritative’ source on Irish surname origins and meanings is the 1923 book Irish 
Names and Surnames by the Reverend Patrick Wolfe. Wolfe claims Dorney comes from the Irish Ó 
Doirinne, meaning a descendant of Doireann, which was a feminine name meaning sullen.

Edward MacLysaght built on Wolfe’s work in creating the 1957 work Irish Families. In that work 
MacLysaght pointed out that the word doireann doesn’t exist in Irish. 

Dorney shows up using a Latin phonetic spelling in the index to Volume 12 of the papal register related to 
Ireland1 as Odoronaygh (Ó Doronaigh). The text even provides a variant using the Latin phonetic 
pronunciation still in use today, which demonstrates that the scribe was an Irish speaker fully familiar with 
the correct Irish pronunciation of Dorney and it’s dialectal variations.

To convert Odoronaygh to Irish the y is replaced with an I, as y does not exist in Irish. Ó Doronaigh, or 
rather it’s plural form, Ui Doronaigh is found in the text known as The Ancient Territory of Fermoy which 
is compiled from the Book of Lismore and the manuscript known as Egerton 92.

The transcript2 reads 

The exact boundary of the Caoille, 
is there any one of you who would describe it? 
It was given to the son of Sonasc 
for assisting at the Forbais. Et cetera.

That country consisted of two tricha (cantreds) before it was given to Mogh Ruith, and there were eight 
tuatha in each triucha; and this is the boundary of the two triucha; even as flows the stream of Muilenn 
Mairteil in Sliabh Caín and Loch Luigni through An Machaire (the plain) and Glenn na nDíbergach (the 
glen of the reavers) through Móin Mór. On being given to Mogh Ruith they were made into one triucha, to 
lessen their rent-tribute for Mogh Ruith's posterity. And the security for keeping it thus relieved was Mogh 
Corb, son of Cormac Cas, and his posterity. And it was then portioned out into ten tuatha, eight answering 
to (ordinary) land and two of border land.

The first tuath that is reckoned of these is Eoghanacht of Glennomain (Glanworth), for it is the noblest of 
them, being of the free-tuatha of Cashel, together with its fortuath; and Hí Ingair, which is called Magh 
Fece, is the noblest townland of this tuath; Glennamhu and Ceapach Ingine Fearchair opposite, and Glenn
Cainntin: out of which are the Hí Fhinghuie; and Lis Leithísil and Doire Hí Thnúthghaile, out of which are
the Hí Thnúthghaile; Cathair Droinne (Caherdrinny), out of which are the Hí Annratháin; Dún 
Maelclaigh, —i.e. Daingen Eóghanachta (Ballindangan?) — and Achadh Loiscthí, out of which are the Hí 
Lachtnain and Hí Dubhthaigh and the Hí Leannáin and Hí Draignéin; Seanchua — that is Cell Ghalláin 
(Kilgullane) and Móin Banba — out of which are the Hí Doronaigh; and Lis na Caille, out of which are 
the Hí Dhubhghaill and Hí Chléirigh; and Ráth Mór, out of which are the Hí Drornáin. Leathbhaile Hí 
Chonchubhair....(continues like this for quite some time)

To summarise, the Dorney name is descended from a family that lived in the Kilgullane area. Kilgullane is 
near Mitchelstown, about 50 km north of Cork City and 50 km west of Clonmel.

A tuath, to quote from wikipedia, was a medieval Irish polity smaller than a kingdom. The word is from 
Old Irish, and is often translated as "people" or "nation". In ancient Irish terms, a household was reckoned 
at about 30 people per dwelling. A trícha cét ("thirty hundreds"), was an area comprising 100 dwellings or, 
roughly, 3,000 people. A túath consisted of a number of allied trícha céta, and therefore referred to no 
fewer than 6,000 people. Probably a more accurate number for a túath would be no fewer than 9,000 
people.

The Dorney name has been associated with Cork for the past four centuries – the name O’Dorney 
occurring a number of times in sixteenth century Fiants relating to County Cork.

Brady’s transcripts, which document the movement of Protestant church officials, record the following for 
the Parish of Clondulane in 1615 ‘William Dorney; Vicar: R Templeusky, Cork’. Clondulane is near Fermoy

1 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/cal-papal-registers/brit-ie/vol12/pp948-1001 
2http://www.ucc.ie/research/celt/published/T100063/index.html 
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and close to the River Blackwater. In 1623 in the parish of Glanmire Brady records the following ‘Sept. 5 
William Dorney, clericus, is presented by David, Vicecomes Buttevant, the guardian of Thomas Sarsfield, 
to the rectory of Glanmeyr, vacant by the free resignation of James Jeffray, “clericus.” [Sarsfield MSS.] In 
1615 Dorney was V. Clondulane and Leitrim, in Cloyne.’ Glanmire is a village only 5 km east of Cork 
City; this is the earliest record I have found of a Dorney in the Cork City area.

 In 1641 an Owen O’Dorney of Clondulane, County Cork lost his lands and his rights for participating in 
the uprising of that year. In 1659 it was one of the principal surnames in Kerrycurrihy, Co. Cork.

Gillman’s ‘Index to the Marriage Licence Bonds of the Diocese of Cork and Ross’ lists a 1678 marriage 
between Gillen Dorney and John Farlow. Religion is not given in this index, but it lists mainly protestant 
marriages.

The Cork Remembrancer for 1774 has an article concerning a gruesome murder by Dorney, an “opulent 
farmer” of Carrigaline, a village 15km south of Cork City.

The document ‘Indexes to Irish Wills - Volume II: Cork & Ross, Cloyne’ lists a will for Bartholomew 
Dorney, with the probate dated 1781.

A Thomas Dorney, cooper, of George's Hill, Dublin was declared bankrupt in the Dublin Evening Post on 
13 June 1815.

The earliest appearance of a Dorney in a Post Office directory is in Connor’s 1817 directory that lists a 
Michael Dorney, cooper on Bandon Road, Cork City.

Griffith’s Valuation of 1851-3 shows 15 Dorney households in east Cork, and 19 in west Cork.

Scope of this history
The scope of this history is to include a biography of all descendants of William Dorney, ca1777-1835, 
who were born with the surname Dorney.

DNA Evidence
The connection between Mark Dorney (the author) and James Dorney (ca1839-1912) has been proven with
autosomal DNA.

The connection back to William Dorney (ca1777-1835) is strongly supported by autosomal DNA, but 
proof using DNA triangulation is out of reach until more descendants are identified.

yDNA
Mark Dorney (the author) has had his yDNA tested, at familytreedna.com using a 37 marker test, which it 
tests for 37 short tandem repeats (STRs). 

A Y-chromosome DNA (yDNA) haplogroup is a haplogroup defined by mutations in the non-recombining 
portions of DNA from the Y chromosome (called Y-DNA).

The human Y-chromosome accumulates roughly two mutations per generation and is passed along the 
paternal line.

Descendants of William Dorney fall in haplogroup R-M269, sometimes referred to as R1b1a1b. It is very 
common in Europe, with about 110 million men in this group and 85 percent of Irish men in this 
haplogroup.

It's thought to have arisen near the beginning of the Neolithic Revolution, about 10,000 years ago. No clear
consensus has been achieved as to whether it arose within Europe or in Western Asia.

Looking at yDNA matches at familytreedna.com shows a 35/37 marker with a Stephen Durney, clearly 
another surname variant of the original Irish Ó Doronaigh.
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Possibly Related Dorneys not in this history
The Dorneys in this history can be traced back to William Dorney, born ca 1777, and Catherine 
Prendergast, of Clonmel, County Tipperary, Ireland.

Slater’s 1846 directory lists a Thomas Dorney, boot and shoe maker and leather cutter, at 35 North Main 
Street. Laing’s 1863 Post Office Directory lists an E Dorney, bootmaker at 20 Castle Street. Given that 
their trade is the same as two of William’s grandsons, I believe they are likely to be close relatives. It is 
plausible that James and Thomas could have been apprenticed to this Thomas. In addition John, a brother 
of James and Thomas, was a musician and music teacher. This Thomas was involved with bands and in 
later years sold musical instruments. All very circumstantial evidence of course.

More information about Thomas and his descendants can be found at 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-22

Only four Dorney households were recorded in Cork City at the time of Griffith’s valuation, one of them 
William’s son Edward’s family.

This history was compiled, written and researched by Mark Dorney, and will continue to be updated, check the bottom 
left corner for the version date. I would welcome any comments, corrections or additions you may have. My current 
address is 145 Fairfield Rd, Fairfield, QLD 4103, current phone (07) 3844 0216 and current e-mail 
msdorney@yahoo.com.au. Current web address http://dorneyfamilyhistory.net/famtree_web/index.html
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William Dorney (ca1777 – 9 Feb 1835)

William was born in around 1777, possibly in Clonmel, County Tipperary. It’s not a realistic hope that his 
parents will ever be identified. 

The parish registers for Saint Mary’s Clonmel only date back to 1790 and many other records that could 
normally be used to identify family, such as wills, were all destroyed in the 1922 Irish Records office fire.

Clonmel in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries was one of the most important commercial 
and industrial inland towns in Ireland, with the use of the river for cheap transport meaning that most grain 
in Tipperary and a large amount from Munster overall passed through the town. Because it was a 
prosperous town at the time, it’s possible that William moved to the town from elsewhere for the work and 
business opportunities.

William married Catherine Prendergast on 24 September 1802 at Saint Mary’s, Clonmel. The witnesses 
were James Prendergast and Mary Hennessy.

St. Mary's, Clonmel, Microfilm 02462/02 (in Latin)

Saint Mary’s was replaced with a more modern structure in the mid nineteenth century.

The illustration above can be found in My Clonmel Scrapbook, 1907, by James White.

William and Catherine had only two children that have been identified so far, Edward (ca1803) and 
Thomas (1810). The parish register has been indexed, but the early years are somewhat hard to read and in 
Latin so it’s possible some entries have been mistranscribed.

There is a good chance William was working in London in the first decade of the nineteenth century.
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There is a letter in the London Metropolitan Archives dated January 1805 addressed to Mr Dorney or Mrs 
Dorney, Hair Dresser, near the Bun House3, Chelsea. The letter was not delivered and has the annotation 
"gone away not known where."

The contents were a printed form letter asking him 
to attend the Session House, Clerkenwell to verify 
the Account delivered by you for your Trouble and 
Expenses in the Execution of your Office of 
Constable under the Supplementary Militia Act.

The Bun House was located on Jew's Row, by 
Grosvenor Row, Chelsea. This is now the corner of 
Royal Hospital Road and Chelsea Bridge Road.

(note November 2020) The Catholic Westminster 
Diocese Archives have been approached in the hope
of locating a baptismal record for any children born 
in London.

Stranger's Guide Through The Streets Of London &
Westminster 1814

His son Thomas was born in Clonmel in 1810, where William also worked as a hairdresser. He was one of 
the founders of the Clonmel Mechanical Society in 1814 and was involved with that organisation until his 
death.

3 This was THE Chelsea Bun House, home of the original Chelsea bun
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Tipperary Free Press, 21 February 1835

William passed away on 9 February 1835 in 
Clonmel. He is buried in the cemetery at Rathronan,
located four kilometres north of Clonmel. The 
church is a Protestant one, but it’s not unusual for 
Ireland for Catholics to have been buried in a 
Protestant cemetery.

Tipperary Free Press, 11 February 1835

William’s headstone reads William Dorney of Clonmel, died February 9th 1835, aged 58 years. This stone 
is erected by the Clonmel Mechanical Society, of which he had been a member and had acted as secretary 
for the last 22 years. Morgan Jones (Master). 

His hairdressing business was taken over by his son Thomas at his death.

William on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-120

William's descendants https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Dorney-Descendants-120

m. Catherine Prendergast (ca1780 – 1849)

No documents noting Catherine’s age have ever been found, but an educated guess would place her date of 
birth around 1780.

Catherine married William Dorney on 24 September 1802 at Saint Mary’s, Clonmel.

Catherine appears twice in Griffiths valuation of 1848. She and a James Connery are recorded as joint 
occupiers of a house on Mary Street, Clonmel, owned by the Reverend James Moron.

Catherine was also the owner of two adjacent properties on Hopkin’s Lane, one tenanted by Alice Boland, 
the other tenants described as Catherine Dorney’s lodgers.

3 May 1849, Southern Reporter and Cork Commercial Courier

Catherine passed away in 1849.

Catherine on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Prendergast-289
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First Generation

Edward Dorney (ca1803 – 2 Nov 1847)

Edward Dorney was born around 1803 in Clonmel, Tipperary, the first child of William Dorney and 
Catherine Prendergast.

Because no baptism record has been located, nor has any other direct evidence to the relationship has been 
found, its worth discussing how we know he is their son.

Griffith's Valuation records an Alice Boland as a tenant of Edward's mother on Hopkin's Lane in Clonmel. 
In 1852 Edward's wife Penny attended Clonmel in order to evict an Alice Boland from a property on Mall 
Lane. Perusal of various old maps has revealed that Mall Lane and Hopkin’s Lane are alternative names for
the same location. Also, there is a DNA match between myself and Verna McMahon, a descendant of 
Edward's brother Thomas.

Edward was a hairdresser by trade, and he spent seventeen years working in the “First Houses in London 
and Dublin” before returning to Cork in the mid 1830s.

Cork Examiner, 20 March 1843

In Cork he initially worked for Mrs. Roche at 119 
Old George's Street, before setting up his own 
business at 45 Old George's Street by 1842, but 
possibly as early as 1839. In earlier adverts his 
business was referred to as the Royal Albert Hair-
Cutting Saloon, but this name was dropped in later 
years. He also made wigs, or perukes.

Old George's Street is now called Oliver Plunkett 
Street.

Edward married twice, but the details of his first wife and marriage are unknown. They had one child 
together, William Joseph, born around 1830, presumably in either Dublin or London.

Edward's second marriage was to Penelope Galgey, 
probably around 1836. They had five children 
together, all boys. They were John Patrick (1838), 
James (ca1839), Thomas (1842), Edward (1844) 
and Joseph (1847). Apart from maybe James, all the
boys were baptised at the Church of St. Finbarr 
South, a short distance away from his workplace 
over the south channel of the River Lee.

His three sons who survived childhood, John, James
and Thomas would all later migrate to Victoria.

Edward was a member of the Odd Fellow's Society, 
a fraternal society.

Church of St. Finbarr South, ca 2008
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He is mentioned as an aside in a thoroughly bizarre court appearance in 1844 in the Cork Examiner. The 
content is a little difficult to explain.

Edward passed away on 2 November 1847, 
aged 44, after a long illness. After his death 
his first son, William, took over his business.

Cork Examiner, 5 November 1847

Edward on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-55

m. Penelope Galgey (1810 – 17 May 1885)

Penelope Galgey was born in 1810 to Richard Galgey, a chandler, and Catherine Deasy. The family lived 
on Maypole Road in 1809. She was baptised on 12 August 1810 in Saints Peter and Paul’s parish, probably
at Carey’s Lane Chapel4, Cork City. She had a sister, Mary Ann, baptised 1 December 1802, and a brother, 
Richard, baptised 6 January 1809. In 1824 her sister was listed as a straw hat maker.

She married Edward Dorney around 1836 and had five children with him, all boys.

Penny became a widow in 1847.

Griffith’s valuation index of 1852 lists Penelope as occupying 41 George’s Street, on the corner of Cooks 
Street. She was renting, and had a net annual value of £19, making it a fairly comfortable house for its 
time. Penelope was not in the 1855 valuation book, having left for Australia.

In June 1852 Penny appeared at the Petty Sessions Court in Clonmel, Tipperary. She was arranging the 
eviction and collection of back rent from six tenants who had been renting individual rooms in the Mall 
Lane. One of the tenants evicted was Alice Boland, who also appeared in Griffith's valuation as renting a 
house from Edward's mother Catherine Dorney in Hopkin's Lane5.

Penny appears to have come out to Australia in 1854, leaving her three living sons – John aged sixteen, 
James, aged fourteen, and Thomas, aged twelve, behind.

A Penelope Downey, age 35, is listed as coming out on the Marco Polo, arriving in 1854. Penny would 
have been 44 at the time, but later documents also show her lying boldly about her age, so this is almost 
certainly her.

The Marco Polo came from Liverpool, taking 74 days to arrive at Port Philip Bay on January 24, where she
was beached on Pope’s Eye at the entrance to the bay. Passengers were transferred to other boats and taken 
to Melbourne.

On 27 July 1857, Penny married an English man, Robert Williams, a labourer, at the Roman Catholic 
school house in Warrnambool. Robert was a member of the church of England. There are some 
discrepancies with the marriage certificate, it lists her age as 30 (not 47!) and her date of widowhood as 
1852 (not 1847). It also lists 5 children (3 living and 2 deceased). However, the names of her parents are 
absolutely correct. Her profession was given as bonnetmaker.

Her husband’s age was listed as 28. It’s not clear if he also lied, or married a woman 19 years his senior. No
more is known of Robert after this point. There are a lot of Robert Williams in the Victorian death index, 
but none are definitively him.

Signatures from Marriage certificate

There are two newspaper items that likely refer to Penny. In 1871 it was reported that a Mrs. Williams of 
Allansford had suffered a broken leg and was treated at the Warrnambool Hospital, and was now able to 
walk with crutches. In 1857 a Mrs Williams advertised her services to clean and repair straw hats.

4 I’m not sure if there were other churches in the parish at the time
5 Mall Lane doesn't appear to have existed officially, this is all but certain the same street
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Penny died in Allansford on 17 May 1885, the cause of death given simply as old age. She is buried in the 
Warrnambool cemetery. Her sons James and Thomas are both mentioned on her death certificate. Her age 
is shown as 70, the closest yet to her actual age.

The Galgey family
Galgey is a very rare surname, and she appears related to all the Galgeys in Cork City, but pinning down 
exact relationships is proving elusive.

She had a brother, Richard, eighteen months her senior, and a sister, Mary Ann, eight years her senior. 
There was a Thomas Galgey in Cork who may well have been her father Richard’s brother – the families 
appeared as sponsors in baptism records for each other. The families address in 1802 was Abbey Street, in 
1809, Maypole Road.

In 1843 she was a witness (sponsor) at a christening (along with a William Dorney); the mother of the child
was Mary Ann Galgey. This is likely the same Mary Ann, who was listed in an 1824 directory as a straw 
hat maker, with the delightful sounding address of 34 Fish-shamble-lane.

A Lucey Galgey was a sponsor at Penny’s son Edwards baptism.

In 1845, Lucey was listed as a bonnetmaker, the same profession given by Penelope at her second wedding.

There was wealth in some parts of the family, at least from the mid-1800’s, with William Galgey owning 
906 acres at Cooldaniel as well as several properties in Cork City, and his eldest son, William O’Sullivan 
Galgey, later owning 25 acres at Nadrid.

William was a chandler, the same profession as Penelope’s father, but his exact relationship is unknown. 
I'm guessing at either brothers, or that Richard was the father of William.
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Thomas Dorney (1810 – 28 June 1886)

The information in this biography has mostly been drawn from the Irish Newspaper Archive and British 
Newspaper Archive. I haven’t included every item I found and I also could well have missed some.

Thomas was born in Clonmel, County Tipperary to William Dorney, a hairdresser, and Catherine 
Prendergast. He was baptised at Saint Mary’s, Clonmel on 15 February 1810. The baptismal sponsors were 
Denis Mulcahy and Mary Crotty.

Thomas may have been living in Dublin in 1831, with a Thomas Dorney amongst householders in Saint 
Thomas ward, inviting people to a public meeting to discuss the propriety of Petitioning Parliament for the
Repeal of the Legislative Union between Great Britain and Ireland.

The same Thomas was also a key speaker at the 
repeal meeting, and was described in the Dublin 
Evening Mail of 19 January 1831 as a ragged wild 
looking youth, whose name was announced from 
the galleries by some of his associates shouting out 
very familiarly for 'Dorney,' 'hear Tom Dorney.'

Thomas was working as foreman in the hairdressing
business of Mr Knaggs in Dublin when his father 
died in February 1835. He quickly returned to 
Clonmel to take over his father’s business.

Thomas married Catherine Russell on 25 May 1836
at Saints Peter and Paul, Clonmel. The witnesses 
were Cornelius Denahy and Ann O’Brien.

They had twelve children together, William (1837, 
Thomas (1838), John (1840), Catherine (1841), 
Edward (1844), Mary Ann (1846), Agnes (1848), 
Honora (1850), Ellen (1853), Honora (1854), Teresa
(1856) and Thomas Stephen (1858).

Thomas was registered as voter for Clonmel on 1 
November 1836, resident on Mary Street. Tipperary Free Press, 21 February 1835

Thomas had a knack for extravagant and flowery language. He appeared at the Mayor's Court in Clonmel 
to complain that one of the Mayor's employees had failed to pay him.

To quote Thomas, “I am, your Worship knows, a hairdresser—an humble follower of Strap and Nunez, 
and, in pursuance of my professional avocations, occasionally contribute my quota of embellishment to 
those heads which nature has been niggard or, mayhap, as occasion may require, laying my Toledo to the 
root, lop off supererogatory luxuriance, Cooke, some time in the spring of ’35, came to my office, your 
Worship, and then and there wished me to exercise my "court” cuttings and clippings upon his official 
person. I agreed, your Worship, for the small consideration ot three shillings and six pence per quarter, to 
attend to the dressing, decorating, oiling, and perfuming the precious pericranium of the Factotum of our 
good borough of Clonmel—and in consequence of this our agreement, did, at divers times, in PROPRIA 
PERSONAE cut, curl, and shave the head, whiskers, and beard, of said Cooke—not of the kitchen, but the 
corporation—Sergeant at Mace —Mayor’s Sergeant —Mayor’s Bailiff—Mayor’s Clerk, and Mayor’s 
Overseer—and this Irish Caleb Quotem now refuses to remunerate me, your Worship, for my scientific 
decorations his "Hyperian curls !"”

The next item regarding Thomas is from 11 February 1837. The article was titled The Humbug meeting to 
Petition His Majesty and Parliament. It was clearly intended to be a humorous article, but if it was 
laughing with, or laughing at I can’t make out. It all hinges on if the speeches were reported accurately – 
Thomas in particular has a long speech quoted. The aim of the meeting was to petition parliament to 
abolish tithes.

About a polling event in Clonmel in August 1837, which sounded like a very rowdy affair, the following 
was written The celebrated Tom Dorney, wearing a crown, and clothed in all the insignia of royalty, 
personates his whiskered majesty Hanover, and mounted on an ass, accompanied by the ponies of Messrs. 
Moore and Barker, he rides through the streets amid the cheers of the people.
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Evening Mail of 19 January 1831 as a ragged wild 
looking youth, whose name was announced from 
the galleries by some of his associates shouting out 
very familiarly for 'Dorney,' 'hear Tom Dorney.'

Thomas was working as foreman in the hairdressing
business of Mr Knaggs in Dublin when his father 
died in February 1835. He quickly returned to 
Clonmel to take over his father’s business.

Thomas married Catherine Russell on 25 May 1836
at Saints Peter and Paul, Clonmel. The witnesses 
were Cornelius Denahy and Ann O’Brien.

They had twelve children together, William (1837, 
Thomas (1838), John (1840), Catherine (1841), 
Edward (1844), Mary Ann (1846), Agnes (1848), 
Honora (1850), Ellen (1853), Honora (1854), Teresa
(1856) and Thomas Stephen (1858).

Thomas was registered as voter for Clonmel on 1 
November 1836, resident on Mary Street. Tipperary Free Press, 21 February 1835

Thomas had a knack for extravagant and flowery language. He appeared at the Mayor's Court in Clonmel 
to complain that one of the Mayor's employees had failed to pay him.

To quote Thomas, “I am, your Worship knows, a hairdresser—an humble follower of Strap and Nunez, 
and, in pursuance of my professional avocations, occasionally contribute my quota of embellishment to 
those heads which nature has been niggard or, mayhap, as occasion may require, laying my Toledo to the 
root, lop off supererogatory luxuriance, Cooke, some time in the spring of ’35, came to my office, your 
Worship, and then and there wished me to exercise my "court” cuttings and clippings upon his official 
person. I agreed, your Worship, for the small consideration ot three shillings and six pence per quarter, to 
attend to the dressing, decorating, oiling, and perfuming the precious pericranium of the Factotum of our 
good borough of Clonmel—and in consequence of this our agreement, did, at divers times, in PROPRIA 
PERSONAE cut, curl, and shave the head, whiskers, and beard, of said Cooke—not of the kitchen, but the 
corporation—Sergeant at Mace —Mayor’s Sergeant —Mayor’s Bailiff—Mayor’s Clerk, and Mayor’s 
Overseer—and this Irish Caleb Quotem now refuses to remunerate me, your Worship, for my scientific 
decorations his "Hyperian curls !"”

The next item regarding Thomas is from 11 February 1837. The article was titled The Humbug meeting to 
Petition His Majesty and Parliament. It was clearly intended to be a humorous article, but if it was 
laughing with, or laughing at I can’t make out. It all hinges on if the speeches were reported accurately – 
Thomas in particular has a long speech quoted. The aim of the meeting was to petition parliament to 
abolish tithes.

About a polling event in Clonmel in August 1837, which sounded like a very rowdy affair, the following 
was written The celebrated Tom Dorney, wearing a crown, and clothed in all the insignia of royalty, 
personates his whiskered majesty Hanover, and mounted on an ass, accompanied by the ponies of Messrs. 
Moore and Barker, he rides through the streets amid the cheers of the people.
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In a more shameful act in November 1837, when a father was burying his son and asked for a Protestant 
clergyman to perform the service, Thomas was one of the principal actors in preventing the clergyman 
from attending, seizing the coffin, depositing it in the grave and covering it with dirt.

In April 1840 Thomas was amongst many other names listed as having donated to the Repeal Rent, in order
to fund the campaign to repeal the 1800 Act of Union, organised by the Loyal National Repeal 
Organisation. Thomas was acting as a Repeal Warden by at least March 1841. Repeal Wardens operated at 
a parish level and were in regular contact with the central organization, supervised repeal reading rooms 
and collected the repeal rent. In October 1841 he was described as the active and efficient repeal warden of
that town (Clonmel).

He acted as a repeal warden until the whole project slowly failed due to the lessening involvement of 
O’Connel due to ill health and to dissent within the movement. At the meeting of the Repealers of Clonmel
in October 1846, he proposed a motion deploring the dissensions. The split could be characterised broadly 
between those who wanted to use the existing political structure to achieve change and those who favoured 
more revolutionary methods.

Even though the Repeal Association was disbanded by 1848, Thomas was still a repealer at heart, and 
proposed repeal resolutions at the Meeting of the Trades of Clonmel in April 1848. He described himself as
an O'Connellite Repealer.

When Daniel O’Connell visited Clonmel in January 1844 Thomas organised the procession greeting him. 
His name appeared on a petition in November 1844 requesting the Mayor of Clonmel call a meeting to 
arrange the collecion of the O’Connel Annuity (later called the O’Connel tribute), which the Mayor 
subsequently held. Thomas was appointed as one of many collectors.

William Smith O’Brien, also a repealer politican, was in Clonmel in July 1846. Thomas was one of a small 
number of men listed as “waiting on” Mr. Smith O’Brien.

In November 1847 Thomas travelled over to Cashel to take place in the Great Tenant Right Meeting. These
meetings were held across the country in order for tenants to gain the right to sell their occupancy and 
improvements to whoever they please.

He was recorded at a meeting of Liberal electors in Clonmel in November 1853.

Thomas was also secretary of the Clonmel Teetotal Society. His name first comes up in relation to the 
Society in April 1840. In July of the same year he sent a letter to the Lord Lieutenant (the response 
published in the newspaper) asking if a Temperance March could be made to celebrate the dedication of the
new church of Saints Peter and Paul. The response was a long winded no.

In March 1842 he again approached the Lord Lieutenant asking if the Society was able to hold a march on 
Saint Patrick’s day. In that instance permission was given. He was still secretary in October 1844, but then 
there is no other mention of Thomas relating to abstinence activities until October 1882 until he was named
moving a motion of the Clonmel Temperance Association regarding new or proposed contempt of court 
laws.

Thomas worked as the Mayor’s Clerk in Clonmel (it's not clear how much work this entailed). It was 
essentially an unpaid position. He is first mentioned in that capacity in a Petty Sessions case in May 1843. 
In 1851 it was reported he was re-appointed Petty Sessions Clerk of Clonmel after a compliment being 
paid by the Mayor to his talents and assiduity.

Thomas was one of seventeen Petty Session Clerks that attended Dublin Castle in November 1856 to 
discuss receiving a salary for their services instead of the trifling fees they were currently due.

In June 1853 Thomas was one in an enormous list of names requesting the Mayor of Dublin convene a 
public meeting for the purpose of considering the best means of rendering a tribute of respect and 
gratitude for William Dargan. Mr Dargan, sometimes called The Father of Irish Railways, had declined a 
knighthood from the British Viceroy and then declined an offer of a baronetcy made by the Queen in 
person.

In December 1862, when he was appointed Secretary to Mayor Guiry, it was noted that Mr Dorney has 
filled the office of Secretary to the several Mayors of that town for many years, and given general 
satisfaction for the intelligent and efficient manner in which he has discharged the duties appertaining 
thereto.

In March 1864, when there was an announcement that his son Edward had been appointed to be Officer of 
Excise, Thomas was referred to as Secretary to the Mayor of Clonmel and Deputy Clerk of the Peace.
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Irish Examiner, 8 November 1841

Thomas was appointed assistant Secretary to the 
Royal Agricultural Society’s Show in Clonmel in 
May 1864.

Thomas became insolvent around 1857. He 
appeared in court in June of this year when it was 
noted his discharge had been opposed.

The year of his bankruptcy may have been when he 
stopped working as a hairdresser; no mention in 
relation to this work has been found after 1856.

Thomas was one of the Secretaries in a meeting of 
the Roman Catholics of Clonmel. The meeting 
passed some resolutions regarding the pope which 
were then published in the Tipperary Free Press, 
Tipperary Examiner, Dublin Evening Post, 
Freeman’s Journal, News and Telegraph in 
December 1859. I can’t begin to understand the 
content, but it was clearly political.

Acting as Clerk of the Peace, Thomas read through the “voluminous indictments” at the Carrick on Suir 
Witchcraft Case (held in Clonmel) in October 1864. The accused, Molly Doheny, whose influence had 
wrought a spell over a police constable of thirty years standing, over his entire family, and several other 
persons besides. She was convicted of swindling and sentenced to twelve months hard labour.6 He was still 
Clerk of the Peace in March 1867.

Thomas appeared as one of a large number of witnesses in the Tichborne Case, travelling to London 
appearing in both December 1871 and (possibly) October 1873. The later instance may have simply been a 
restating of his earlier evidence.

The Tichborne case was a legal cause célèbre that captivated Victorian England in the 1860s 
and 1870s. It concerned the claims by a man sometimes referred to as Thomas Castro or as 
Arthur Orton, but usually termed "the Claimant", to be the missing heir to the Tichborne 
baronetcy. He failed to convince the courts, was convicted of perjury and served a long prison
sentence. 

Roger Tichborne, heir to the family's title and fortunes, was presumed to have died in a 
shipwreck in 1854 at age 25. His mother clung to a belief that he might have survived, and 
after hearing rumours that he had made his way to Australia, she advertised extensively in 
Australian newspapers, offering a reward for information. In 1866, a butcher known as 
Thomas Castro from Wagga Wagga came forward claiming to be Roger Tichborne. Although 
his manners and bearing were unrefined, he gathered support and travelled to England. He 
was instantly accepted by Lady Tichborne as her son, although other family members were 
dismissive and sought to expose him as an impostor. 

Lady Tichborne died on 12 March 1868, thus depriving the Claimant of his principal advocate
and his main source of income. The case went to court in 1871.

They looked absolutely nothing alike.

Absolutely dozens, possibly hundreds of people, many with good knowledge of Roger 
declared The Claimant to be Roger, presumably being paid to do so, although there was an 
undercurrent of supporting anybody sticking it to the aristocracy.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tichborne_case

6 There’s a good short podcast about the case at https://irishhistorypodcast.ie/podcast-the-witch-mary-doheny-and-a-19th-century-
supernatural-scam/
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His statement was that he recognised the defendant from the defendant's time stationed as an officer in 
Clonmel, and that he was sure it was the right man as he remembered a small scar on the back of the man’s 
head when cutting his hair.

In one statement he referred to his business, stating “Yes, it was pretty well known in Clonmel from 1848, 
when I removed from a smaller place.”

Munster Express, 23 September 1882

Thomas may possibly have lived in Hull, Yorkshire from 1876 to 
1878. It’s certainly not sure but it might be him because that 
Thomas Dorney was involved with the Home Rule Confederation
of Great Britain. This is exactly the type of activity he would be 
likely to be involved in, and there are no newspaper mentions of 
him in Clonmel at the same time.

Later in life Thomas started selling rubber stamps, and, probably 
unrelatedly, became a journalist.

A September 1883 notice that tickets for an event could be obtained from Thomas Dorney, Independent 
Office, Clonmel. When his wife died (many years after Thomas) she was described as the widow of a 
journalist.

Thomas died on 28 June 1886 at William Street, 
Clonmel of angina pectoris. He was 77 years old. 
Thomas is buried in the cemetery at Rathronan, 
located four kilometres north of Dublin. No 
surviving headstone marks the location.

Irish Examiner, 3 July 1886

Thomas on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-121
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Second Generation

Children of Edward Dorney (1803-1847)

William Joseph Dorney (ca1830 – 1 Sep 1881)

William was born around 1830. He is the son of Edward Dorney, a hairdresser. It's not known where he 
was born, but based on what we know about his father's movements, both Dublin and London are 
possibilities.

Cork Examiner, 6 August 1848

The only reason we know he is Edward's son is that 
he took over the family hairdressing business when 
his father died in 1847.

Initially located at 45 Old George's Street, the 
business moved to 41 George's Street by 1850.

Post Office directories record William's 
“tobacconist and fancy pipe depot” shop at 93 
George's Street between at least 1855 and 1868. 
This location was directly over the road from 
number 45.

In 1863 William opened a second shop at 29 Grand 
Parade. The Grand Parade shop was nearly 
destroyed in a riot in 1868, and he subsequently 
moved to 7 Grand Parade. More on the riot later.

William participated in the Irish Industrial Exhibition held in Cork in 1852. His exhibit was titled Improved
gentleman's wigs.

William was involved with the 
Temperance movement, and was 
chairman of the local group for a quarter
in 1853.

He was involved with local Theatre 
Royale, being referred to as a box-
keeper from whom tickets could be 
obtained in 1854.

William Dorney's advertisment in Laing’s 1863 Directory 

When William appeared as a witness in a court case in February 1858 he was described as “a young 
gentleman whose face was distinguished by a full beard”.
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Like his father before him, he was a member of the 
Odd Fellows society. In 1860 he was secretary of the 
Odd Fellow's soiree committee, and was a Provincial 
Grand Master of the society in 1867. When he retired
from the role of Grand Master in early 1868 he was 
presented with a “handsome gold watch and chain”.

William's letter to the Cork Examiner gives an 
indication of the activities the Odd Fellow's Society 
was engaged in.

Cork Examiner, 3 January 1868

Several articles refer to a W. Dorney who was present at Burgess meetings in the early 1850s. 

Cork Examiner, 10 June 1861

William Joseph also appears on petitions, many minor 
court cases, was sworn in on a market jury and was a 
shareholder at a meeting of the Cork Gas Consumer's 
Company.

In 1861 there was a fire in Old George's Street, in which several people died. William was present when the
fire occurred and gave evidence at the inquest.

William was married to Hannah Barry (date and location unknown), and they had five children together, 
William Joseph (1853), Edward (1856-1858), Kate (1863), Arthur Francis (1864-1867) and Hannah 
(1867).

William's situation took a turn for the worse in 1868.

In the start of that year, there were riots in Cork. 
Several men had been arrested for firing at police, 
and after their appearance in court the next day a 
crowd pelted the police van and station with stones. 
William's shop (referred to as a cigar divan in 
Australian reports) was damaged in the riot, and he 
moved to 7 Grand Parade.

Cork Examiner, 11 February 1868

Later that year Hannah died of premature confinement (a miscarriage).

Then, and I imagine this is a result of bankruptcy, 
his shop and household goods were forcibly 
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Cork Examiner, 20 July 1868 auctioned off.

William migrated to New York, alone, in about 1869. He was joined there by his son William in late 1871.

William was recorded in the 1870 in a hospital on Ward's Island in New York. He was working as a clerk.

When his son became a naturalised citizen in 1876, William senior was living at 301 East 61st Street and 
working as a clerk.

At the time of the 1880 Census William was boarding with his son in the household of Mary Sullivan at 
497 Third Avenue. His occupation was recorded as accountant.

William passsed away on 1 September 1881 at 
Bellevue Hospital of stomach cancer. Prior to 
admission to hospital he had been living at 241 East 
31st Street.

Cork Examiner, 29 September 1881

William on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-61

John Patrick Dorney (1838 – 2 May 1868)

John was born in 1838 in Cork City to Edward Dorney and Penelope Galgey. He was baptised on 30 
December 1838 at the Church of St. Finbarr South.

John most likely entered Australia with his brothers, James and Thomas on the Great Britain in 1861, but 
incorrectly entered on the parish manifest as Thomas Patrick, aged 23.

John advertised his services as a concertina teacher in Warrnambool in February 1862. He was planning to 
stay in Warrnambool for a season, and he is mentioned several times in the paper up to May 1864, 
including playing at a ball to celebrate the royal wedding of the Prince of Wales (the future King Edward 
VII) and Princess Alexandra.

In May 1866 in the Border Watch, a Mount Gambier newspaper, there was a notice about unclaimed letters 
at the GPO in Adelaide. One name was John P. Dorney, Penola.

John died of Phthisis (tuberculosis) in Penola, South Australia, on 2 May 1868. The death certificate gave 
his profession as Musician, and stated that Penola was his usual residence.
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James Dorney (ca1839 – 15 April 1912)

James Dorney was 5'3” tall, with a fair complexion and blue eyes. He was born in Cork City in about 1839 
to Edward Dorney, a hairdresser, and Penelope Galgey. No baptismal record has been found, but 
fortunately there's plenty of other evidence supporting the facts of his family. He could read and write, so 
likely attended school.

James' father died when he was only seven, and so he did not take up the family trade, but instead became a
bootmaker, probably learning from a relative.

James came out to Australia in 1861 with his two living brothers, John and Thomas. They arrived on the 
Great Britain, which sailed from Liverpool on 25 October, arriving in Melbourne on 24 December. As a 
point of trivia, this was the same voyage which brought the English cricket team out to Australia for their 
first tour.

They were following in the trail of their mother, who had arrived in Victoria in 1854.

James was living in Warrnambool at least as early as June 1864 as he was mentioned in the newspaper as a 
contributor to the Fire Brigade Bazaar. He later became a member of the fire brigade. His bootmaking 
business was first listed in the Postal directory in 1868. On November 14, 1869 he married Elizabeth Love,
also a native of County Cork at the Roman Catholic Church, Warrnambool.

Warrnambool was a town of 3,799 people in 1871, growing to 6,582 in 1891. It's service population would 
have been much larger than that.

James married Elizabeth Love, also an immigrant from Cork, in Warrnambool on 14 November 1869.

James ran a shoemaking business in Warrnambool for 
many years, initially with his younger brother Thomas,
but at some stage in the 1870s Thomas left to set up 
his own business in the nearby town of Allansford. 
James’ business moved from an initial location in 
Liebig Street to Koroit Street in 1871 and then to 
various sites on Timor Street.

James is referred to several times in the newspaper in 
the late 1860’s and early 1870’s. In October 1869 he 
was sued by W O’Brien for a missing whip, while in 
June 1871 he was fined for allowing his chimney to 
catch fire. In November 1871 he was gaoled for three 
months for stealing a £10 note from his drinking 
partner, George Couch. He apparently had a previous 
similar conviction in 1865.

His relationship with Elizabeth was not always a 
positive one. For more details read Elizabeth's section 
of this history.

Portland Guardian, 2 December, 1887

In 1891 one of their children had a nasty accident and was nearly killed. ‘An accident happened to a youth 
named Dorney on Sunday last, and he was for some time in a state of insensibility. He was riding a horse 
down the hill near the cricket ground, when the animal bolted and went at racing speed towards the town. 
At the corner of Merri and Henna streets the horse stumbled and threw the rider with great violence 
against the fence. When picked up the lad was insensible, and was carried to his parent’s house in Timor 
Street. Dr. Scott was called in, and found that the injuries comprised severe bruises and cuts about the 
face, but fortunately no bones were broken’ – Warrnambool Standard.

James died on 15 April 1912 in Warrnambool. He was 72 years old. James is buried with Elizabeth in the 
Warrnambool cemetery.

James on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-54
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m. Elizabeth Love (ca1848 – 26 June 1917)

Elizabeth was born somewhere in County Cork in about 1848, the daughter of Isaac Love, a labourer and 
Mary O’Brien. Her parents are only known of from her marriage certificate.

It's not known when Elizabeth arrived in Australia. Ship passenger lists are often quite illegible, names can 
be poorly spelled and ages can be very inaccurate.

Elizabeth married James Dorney, a bootmaker also from County Cork in Warrnambool on 14 November 
1869. The marriage certificate records her as a dressmaker, and later in life she worked as a nurse and a 
boarding house keeper. Various documents indicate that she was either illiterate or had poor literacy and 
was unable to write.

James and Elizabeth had eight children in Warrnambool, Edward Paul (1870), James Henry (1872), 
Elizabeth Frances (1873), Mary Jane (1874), Elizabeth Frances (1875), John Robert (1877), William 
Bernard (1879) and Edith Mary (1881).

Little oral history is known about both Elizabeth and James, in the main because their children spoke very 
little of them. The only memory we have is that of their granddaughter Dorothy (b 1906) who recalls that 
Elizabeth wore her hair tied tightly back.

Not all was happy in their relationship. ‘Threatening to Kill: James Dorney was bound over to keep the 
peace for six months and to find two securities of £25, and one for £50, at the Warrnambool Court on 
Friday, for having threatened to murder his wife. He denied the charge, but a boarder, staying at Dorney’s, 
stated that he heard a row on the previous day, and then heard the accused remark he would kill his wife 
that night’ – Terang Express, 20 Nov 1888.

James was also jailed in 1889 for three months for “leaving his wife without means of support”.

Elizabeth was one of 30,000 Victorian women who signed (not sure it was her personal signature) the 
Women's suffrage petition, table in parliament in 1891. The petition sought that “Women should Vote on 
Equal terms with Men”.

In 1885 they tried running a “Temperance Hotel” in addition to the bootmaking shop, and it was this 
business that probably became a boarding house by 1894 when “Mrs James Dorney” was the listed 
proprietor. Temperance hotels were a common feature of the time, providing a place for people to socialise 
without the temptation of alcohol.

Elizabeth operated the boarding house until 1914, but at some stage the business moved to Otway House 
on Fairy Street. James and Elizabeth lived on the premises. Otway House still exists and is a well-known 
building in Warrnambool. Photo below was taken ca 2000.

My favourite newspaper article relating to Elizabeth is the following; ‘A resident of Warrnambool lost a 
cow some few days ago, and with the aid of the town herdsman, with his assistants and numerous small 
boys, was solicited to search for the missing animal. They devoted several days to the work riding many 
miles into the country, searching in out-of-the-way lanes and making inquiries throughout the town and 
district. It was of no avail, and the owner was disconsolate. After the lapse of 4 or 5 days the dead carcase 
of the missing cow was observed in the neighbouring yard. As the carcase could not be removed, it was 
necessary to fill up the well. The owner of the animal was Mrs. Dorney, who has been singularly 
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unfortunate in this respect as some time ago she lost a cow in a similar way. On that occasion the animal 
strayed into a well which had to be filled up. In future residents in that locality will place a substantial 
covering over their wells.’ – Warrnambool Standard, 29 December 1894.

In 1895 some young arsonists set fire to an unoccupied building adjoining Elizabeth's boarding house, 
which at the time was on Timor Street. The young men were eventually caught later in the year, after 
having set fire to fifteen properties.

Elizabeth's brother-in-law Thomas died in March 1907. When finalising the estate, she stated she owned 
“One Walnut piano, one dining room suite, one parlour suite and eight suites of bedroom furniture” which 
are in the premises of Otway House in Fairy Street, Warrnambool and that these assets were acquired by 
her “own separate monies earned by nursing and by keeping a boarding house…”

The Age, 9 October 1911

Elizabeth's husband James passed away in April 
1912. Fairly soon after that she moved to Chelsea to
live with her son William.

Elizabeth died on 26 June 1917 in Chelsea. She was 68 years old. Elizabeth is buried with her husband in 
the Warrnambool cemetery.

Browse newspaper items mentioning Elizabeth https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
publictag=Elizabeth+Dorney+nee+Love&q=&sortby=dateAsc
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Thomas Dorney (1842 – 12 March 1907)

Thomas was born in Cork City to Edward Dorney, a hairdresser, and Penelope Galgey. He was baptised on 
18 September 1842 at the Church of St. Finbarr South. The baptismal sponsors were John Lane and 
Catherine Deasy.

Thomas' father died in 1847 and his mother travelled to Victoria in 1854 leaving him behind with his two 
older brothers. Thomas trained as a bootmaker in this period.

Thomas came out to Victoria with his brothers James and John on the ship Great Britain in 1861. He ran a 
shoemaking shop In Warrnambool with James between at least 1868 to 1872 but by 1880 had set up his 
own business in Allansford, situated 10 kilometres to the west of Warrnambool.

In 1874, Thomas nearly drowned. The following excerpt is from the February 20 Warrnambool Standard. 
‘Mr Thomas Dorney, of Allansford, had a very narrow escape in the bay of Tuesday last. He went in to take
a bathe between seven and eight am, the sea not appearing to him to be dangerous. It was however, 
extremely rough, large waves coming within a few yards of the beach, with a large nasty cross sea. Having 
swum out a little distance he tried to get back to shore. The current had carried him further out than he 
supposed, and he found to his dismay that he could make no headway he called out for help, and Mr. 
Dawson Wilson at once stripped and came with a hurdle as a kind of life buoy. The waves however turned 
it over and kept it down for a little, and when it had been adjusted he could not make the slightest progress.
Mr W.A. Mackat ventured out to his assistance, but had difficulty in getting back again. Mr H.T. Read who 
had arrived at the beach, also swam out, but had to let go without rescuing Dorney. Mr. Marshall, of the 
Medical Dispensary then swam out, and all those named joined hands, and contrived to drag Dorney out, 
very weak and exhausted but not insensible. He had been about half an hour in the water.’

At the 1875 Villiers and Heytesbury Agricultural Association show held in Warrnambool Thomas won a 
prize for “best grown window plant of any description.”

Warrnambool Standard, 25 April 1885

Newspapers were the social media of the day, hence this 
article from the Allansford section of the paper. S. Dorney 
is of course a typo.

In July 1889 Thomas donated 10 shillings to the Irish Envoy's Eviction fund.

In March 1892 Thomas donated a sword to the Warrnambool Museum.

In 1895 his trotting pony won first prize at the Koroit Show. He had participated in earlier years and a 
December 1893 item mentioned a protest by H. Molan the previous year against Thomas' pony.

In May 1905 Thomas was the successsful tendereer for the operation the Post Office and Railway Station 
Allansford, with an offer of £18.

There is a story that he also taught dance classes in Allansford, and that he was a very good tap-dancer, 
earning the name ‘Skip’ Dorney. 

Thomas died in Warrnambool on 12 March 1907. He was 62 years old. He is buried in the Warrnambool 
cemetery.

Probate records related to Thomas’ estate state that he died intestate, single and that James was his closest 
living relative. Thomas left a house and an acre of land valued at £100 (of which £45 13s 9d was owing to 
the bank) and very few other possessions.

Browse newspaper items about Thomas at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
public  tag=Thomas+Dorney&q=&sortby=dateAsc
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Other Early Victorian Dorneys

In 1868 a Thomas Dorney, bootmaker, died in Melbourne aged 44. His father was named as Jeremiah. 
According to his death certificate, he had been in Victoria for three years, and had been married three years
earlier to Alice Quinlan, with no living issue. In actual fact he was a non-marriage relationship with Alice.

Given his profession, it's quite possible he is related.

Alice moved to Ballarat and had a number of children with the surname Dorney, none of whom are the 
children of Thomas.

In 1876 a Thomas Dorney, labourer, died in Port Fairy. He was aged 44, and his father was also Jeremiah. 
Port Fairy was named Belfast at the time, it is located just 30 kilometres west of Warrnambool.

In 1864 a T. Dorney came first in an over 13 years boys race in Warrnambool.

Edward Dorney (1844 - <1854)

Edward was born in Cork City to Edward Dorney and Penelope Galgey. He was baptised on 14 July 1844 
at the Church of St. Finbarr South. The baptismal sponsors were Patrick Cavanagh and Lucy Galgey.

When his mother remarried in 1857 her marriage certificate stated that two of her children had died, so he 
was deceased by then, but he had most likely passed away prior to her departure from Ireland in 1854.

Joseph Dorney (1847 - <1854)

Edward was born in Cork City to Edward Dorney and Penelope Galgey. He was baptised on 28 October 
1847 at the Church of St. Finbarr South. The baptismal sponsors were William Dorney (probably his much 
older half-brother) and Mary Mahony.

Similarly to his brother Edward, he was deceased by the time his mother remarried in 1857.
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Children of Thomas Dorney (1810-1866)
Irish parish registers did not record burials, so it's possible that all of Thomas' children that I've been 
unable to trace died in infancy, although a mortality rate of two-thirds would be very high. Civil 
registration did not commence until 1865.

William Dorney (1837 -     )

Thomas was born in Clonmel and baptised there at Saints Peter and Paul's on 30 January 1837, The 
baptismal sponsors were Thomas Pearl and Margaret Savage.

Nothing more is know of William.

Thomas Dorney (1838 -     )

Thomas was born in Clonmel and baptised there at Saints Peter and Paul's on 21 May 1838. The Baptismal 
sponsors were Maurice Keating and Mary Fitzgerald.

With a namesake brother Thomas Stephen born twenty years later he had probably passed away by then. I 
only say probably because I once came across a family with two living daughters, one named Eliza and the 
other Elizabeth, and since then I'm pretty much open to all possibilities.

John Dorney (1840 -     )

John was born in Clonmel and baptised there at Saints Peter and Paul's on 29 June 1840. The baptismal 
sponsors were John Savage and Mary King.

Nothing more is known of John.

Catherine Dorney (1841 -     )

Catherine was born in Clonmel and baptised there at Saints Peter and Paul's on 26 December 1841. The 
baptismal sponsors were Michael Hogan and Catherine Doody.

Nothing more is known of Catherine.

Edward Dorney (7 Sep 1844 -     )

Edward was born on 7 September 1844 in Clonmel, County Tipperary to Edward Dorney and Catherine 
Russell. He was baptised two days later at Saints Peter and Paul’s in Clonmel. The baptismal sponsors were
Edward Shaughnessy and Frances Hackett.

It appears Edward attended Clonmel District National Model School. In the Appendix to Twenty-first 
Report of Commissioners of National Education in Ireland (1854), Edward Dorney was noted as achieving 
Third Rank in the First Division of Third Class.

Edward worked at Internal Revenue in Cork. A notice in the Dublin Daily Express, 3 June 1864, stated 
"Edward Dorney, Second-class assistant, Cork collection, has been appointed second-class assistant, 
Bandon collection" 

Nenagh Guardian, 3 September 1864

Edward became an Officer of Excise around 
September 1864.

Edward then, as far as I can tell, disappears off the face of the earth.

Edward on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-126
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Children of Thomas Dorney (1810-1866)
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Mary Ann Dorney (1846 – 2 May 1919)

Mary was born in Clonmel, County Tipperary to Edward Dorney and Catherine Russell. She was baptised 
at Saints Peter and Paul’s in Clonmel on 27 April 1846. The baptismal sponsors were Richard Savage and 
Ellen Lahy.

Mary married Edward Butler in Dungarvan, County
Waterford in April 1870.

Irish Examiner, 2 May 1870

The exact date of their marriage is unknown, as the civil registration records for the whole month of April 
for Dungarvan appear to be missing.

Mary and Edward had nine children together, Mary (1871), Nora (1872), Margaret (1875), Edward (1877), 
Kathleen (1879), Frances (1881), Nora (1884), Agnes (1886), Thomas (1887) and Gertrude (1890).

After their marriage the Butlers moved to Cork where Edward worked for the Post Office.

They initially lived in the Ballintemple area, where their daughter Mary was born. From 1872 to about 
1878 Mary and her family lived at 2 Rockwell Terrace in the Blackpool area, and then from 1879 to at least
1890 on Mahony's Avenue in the Saint Luke area of Cork.

At the time of the 1901 Census, Mary was living with her family in the sub Post Office on Old Youghal 
Road in Cork. Her family consisted of her mother, her husband Edward and four of their daughters, 
Margaret, Nora, Agnes and Gertrude.

Mary was still living in the same location in 1911, with now just her husband and two daughters, Margaret 
and Agnes, in the household. The 1911 Census recorded that Mary had given birth to ten living children, 
seven of whom were still living. This matches with the records we have.

Mary had a grandson John who was born out of wedlock. It's not actually clear which of Mary's daughters 
was the mother as she used an alias when registering the birth. The most likely candidates are Nora or 
Gertrude. John was later adopted by the McMahon family.

Mary died at her home, the Barrackton Post Office (in the Old Youghal Road area), of cardiac failure on 2 
March 1919. Her daughter Nora Butler was present at the death, her residence also given as the Barrackton 
Post Office.

Mary on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-100

Agnes Dorney (1848 – 6 Dec 1912)

Agnes was born in Clonmel and baptised there at Saints Peter and Paul's on 12 October 1848. The sponsors
were Michael Savage and Janette Delahunty, no known relation.

Agnes was present at the death of her father in 1886, and was the informant on the death certificate, where 
her address was given generally as Cork.

Agnes cannot be located in the 1901 Census, but she does turn up in the 1911 Census living at the Little 
Sisters of the Poor Home for the Aged on Middle Glanmire Road in the Montenotte section of Cork City.

Agnes passed away on 6 December 1912 at the Little Sisters Home from cardiac debility and dropsy. She 
was 64 years old. The death certificate stated that she was a spinster and her profession was governess. The
informant was a Daniel Byrne.

Honora Dorney (1850 - <1854)

Honora was born in Clonmel and baptised there at Saints Peter and Paul's on 19 September 1850. The 
sponsors were Thomas Britt and Margaret Butler.

Honora must have died prior to her fourth birthday, as she had a namesake sibling born in 1854.
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Ellen Dorney (1853 -     )

Honora was born in Clonmel and baptised there at Saints Peter and Paul's on 16 January 1853. The 
sponsors were Edward Dorney and Mary Mountain. It's not clear how Edward is related – he is not her 
uncle, who had passed away, and it doesn't seem possible it's her seven year old brother.

Nothing more is known of Ellen.

Honora Dorney (1854 -     )

Honora was born in Clonmel and baptised there at Saints Peter and Paul's on 19 July 1854. The sponsors 
were James Barron and Bridget Conway, no known relation.

Nothing more is known of Honora.

Teresa Dorney (1856 -     )

Teresa was born in Clonmel and baptised there at Saints Peter and Paul's on 30 April 1856. The sponsors 
were William Scahan and Bridget O’Brien, no known relation.

Nothing more is known of Teresa.

Thomas Stephen Dorney (1858 -     )

Thomas Stephen was born in Clonmel and baptised there at Saints Peter and Paul's on 26 December 1858. 
The sponsors were Edward Dorney and Mary Ann Dorney, who were probably his older siblings, aged 14 
and 12 at the time.

Nothing more is known of Thomas Stephen.
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Third Generation

Children of William Joseph Dorney (1830-1881)

William Joseph Dorney (13 Feb 1853 – 16 Feb 1895)

William Joseph Junior was born in Cork City on 13 February 1853 and baptised in the Saints Peter and 
Paul parish on 17 February. The sponsors were Henry Roche and Teresa Flaherty.

William's mother passed away in 1868 and his father emigrated to New York the following year after 
becoming bankrupt.

William followed his father to New York, arriving there on 26 September 1871 on the ship Italy. His 
profession was recorded as painter.

William became a naturalised citizen on 21 October 1876. His address at the time was 809 Third Avenue. 
His father was the witness and he was living elsewhere.

In the 1880 Census William was living was his father at 497 Third Avenue. They were boarding, along 
with two others, in the household of Mary Sullivan. William was still single and was working as house 
painter.

William has not been located in the 1890 Census, which is very frustrating as at the time of his death he 
was recorded as a widower, but no clear marriage record has located.

William died on 16 February 1895 in Manhattan, New York, aged only 41.

It is not known if he had any children.

William on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-62

Edward Dorney (1856 - 9 Sep 1858)

Edward was born in Cork City and baptised in the Saints Peter and Paul parish on 28 September 1856. The 
sponsors appear to be James Hollywood and Mary Brian.

Edward died at just two years of age on 9 September 1858.

Kate Dorney (26 Jan 1863 -     )

Kate was born in Cork City on 26 January 1863 and baptised in the Saints Peter and Paul parish on 1 
February. The sponsors were Matthew Finucan and Helen with an indecipherable last name.

Kate's mother, Hannah, died when she was only five years old. It seems likely that she and her sister 
Hannah were placed with relatives at that time. No death nor marriage record has been found for Kate in 
Ireland, nor can any other trace be found.

If she was placed with another family, or even formally adopted, then she may have taken on a different 
last name.

Arthur Francis Dorney (11 Dec 1864 - 1867)

Arthur was born in Cork City on 11 December 1864 and baptised in the Saints Peter and Paul parish on 18 
December. The sponsors appear to be Louis Egan and Margaret Jones.

Arthur was only two years old when died in 1867.

Hannah Dorney (1 Jan 1867 -    )

Hannah was born in Cork City on 1 January 1867 and baptised in the Saints Peter and Paul parish on 6 
January. The sponsors were Kate Collingwood and a William, last name unclear, but possibly Dorney.

Like her sister Kate, no death nor marriage records have been found for her in Ireland, nor has any other 
trace been found.
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Children of James Dorney (1839-1912)

Edward Paul Dorney (1870 – 18 April 1948)

At the time of writing (January 2020) most years of the Warrnambool Standard are not available online. 
More information may come to light.

Edward speaking on 3YB

Edward was born in 1870 in Warrnambool, the first child of
James Dorney and Elizabeth Love.

Edward played football in his youth for the Warrnambool 
Imperial team, from at least 1888 to 1894. In a match 
against Nirranda in August 1891, he was injured in that 
match and had to be taken from the ground. From 1895 he 
acted as umpire for matches between other teams. 

Edward stayed involved with the club for many years, later 
in an administrative role. In 1927 was awarded a gold life 
membership badge in recognition of his services.

Edward married Nellie Mills in 1902 in Warrnambool. They had seven children together, Dorothy 
Elizabeth (1903), Gwendoline Rose (1904), Edward Charles (1906), Constance (1908), Reginald Paul 
(1911), Linda Agatha (1913) and Harold John (1916). Dorothy and Harold died in infancy and Reginald 
died as a result of a tumour when he was twelve years old.

They lived a quite a number of different places, being recorded in the electoral roll variously at 135 Timor 
Street (1914), Raglan Parade (1924), 18 Hider Street (1925) and 16 Merri Street (1933). Nellie passed 
away in 1933.

Edward had two trades, that of coachpainter and that of bookmaker (both legal, and, apparently, illegal). In 
later years he became a second hand jinker salesman. His job while a coachpainter was to do the swirls and
lettering found on the coaches in those days. He was very good at this craft.

His bookmaking activities caused him to become a well-known and respected individual in Warrnambool. 
He had a very loud voice which was well suited to this line of work.

When younger he was apparently a bit of a drinker, and would become quite violent with it, but he took the
pledge and never drank again; and no one can recall him drinking. He was always well dressed and his 
grandchildren remember being frequently given gifts of sweets and money, although Nelda remembers 
being quite annoyed because she was considered too old to get treats.

Edward was a member of the H.A.C.B.S7 and was 
appointed treasurer for 1903. At the Penshurst 
H.A.C.B Ball in 1913 he was one of the men 
judging the fancy dress costumes.

Edward appears to have run a Billiard Room at the 
Commercial Hotel for at least a short time, giving 
that as his address when he lost an Australian terrier
puppy in March 1915, and advertising for a boy to 
mark billiards. He would also sometimes work as a 
barman there. As a witness ion a court case later 
that year he described himself as a supernumerary 
barman. The Argus, 1 October 1903

Edward represented Warrnambool at an interesting meeting of the Western District Football Association in 
July 1915. The meeting was to discuss whether to continue with football matches due to the war. The Port 
Fairy club had already disbanded “for patriotic reasons”. Two-thirds or more of the regular footballers had 

7 Hibernian Australian Catholic Benefit Society
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enlisted, and they considered continuing the competition by raising the juniors up to the top level. 
However, they decided to discontinue football until next season, with the main reason being the public 
perception that football matches were keeping the players from enlisting, and attendances had dropped off 
for this reason.

Edward also owned and raced greyhounds. In 1915 he raced a greyhound named Sablewood and in 1938 
and 1939 he had a dog name Cent Per Cent. He probably raced inbetween, but the available newspaper 
record is lacking.

Portland Guardian, 14 February 1917

The earliest reference to Edward's second hand jinker and
buggy business is in November 1916 when, in a small 
classified advert, he described himself as King of Jinker 
Salesmen. He was still also advertising his services as a 
coachpainter.

His work selling and buying took him to other nearby 
towns, such as Portland.

In July 1917 he was fined two shillings for failing to send
his child to school regularly. The child in question was 
not named. In August of the same year he was fined five 
shillings for each of two cases of truancy, then another 
five shillings in May 1918.

Edward was living at 61 Koroit Street in 1934, 172 Lava 
Street in 1936, and 1942 he was living with his daughter 
Gwen at 186 Fairy Street.

Edward was interviewed as part of Warrnambool’s State Centenary celebrations, under the theme 
‘Reminiscences of early Warrnambool’.

‘Mr E.P. Dorney told the audience he was 78 years of age and felt 35. He was not always intended to be a 
bookmaker, in fact at an early age he was destined to be a bishop. His main hobby at school was scripture 
and catechism, his tutor being Rer. Fr. Shanahan. At the age of reason his flair for the bookmaking 
business asserted itself, and hanging a bag around his neck, he went to Hamilton. A few years later he was 
asked by the then Dean Shanahan, how business was progressing. When he replied that he was doing 
extraordinarily well, he received a request which he could hardly refuse, for a donation of £5/5/ for the 
Hamilton Hospital. Questioned on football, Mr. Dorney said the greatest back man in his opinion was Dr. 
Ned Officer whose people still lived in Warrnambool. The greatest player he had ever seen was Colin 
Watson.’ – Warrnambool Standard 24 March 1947

Edward died on 18 April 1948 at Ascot Vale in Melbourne. He was 78 years old. Edward was buried in the 
Warrnambool Cemetery.

Browse newspaper items about Edward at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
publictag=Edward+Paul+Dorney&q&sortby=dateAsc&s=0

Edward on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-67
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James Henry Dorney (8 Jan 1872 - 8 Dec 1962)

Jim was born on 8 January 1872 in Warrnambool, the second son of James Dorney, a bootmaker, and 
Elizabeth Love, both Irish immigrants from Cork.

He appears to have had two main interests in life, aside from his family. In his youth, his main interest 
seems to have been cycling, and his mid-life and later years, running illegal betting operations. His 
legitimate profession was that of a barber and tobacconist. He managed to put all his children through the 
best schools and universities in difficult times. James was never known to swear or drink, and was capable 
of a full day's labouring in his 80s.

Jim was running a tobacconist's shop in Warrnambool in 1895, being listed in the Post Office Directory in 
that year.

Jim, along with his brother John, was a keen cyclist who had been known to ride from Melbourne to 
Warrnambool quite often. They both participated, and won prizes in, numerous cycling competitions, most 
especially in the period from 1894 to 1897.

In 1896, this article appeared about him in the Warrnambool Standard - ‘Mr. J.H. Dorney was riding in 
Koroit Street when he ran into a dog which crossed the road. The cyclist was thrown on his head and was 
stunned for several minutes but was subsequently able to resume business. He sustained several bruises to 
the face. The ‘cycling craze’ has taken possession of a large number of people in Warrnambool and in 
order to prevent accidents it is necessary that proper precautions be observed. Many local riders manifest 
great carelessness for their machines are not fitted with alarm bells, and few of them are provided with a 
light when travelling through the streets at night. Complaints have been made by pedestrians, and the 
police should take action against cyclists who commit breaches of the law’. On May 28 of the same year, 
he left Warrnambool on a cycling tour. Before he left, he was presented with a gold medal from his cycling 
friends.

Jim was living in Melbourne by at least 1899, as his silver hunting Waltham watch and 12 s 6d. were stolen
from where he was boarding at 39 Regent street, Fitzroy on 22 May. It had been engraved with “James 
Dorney, April 29, 1891”

From at least as early as 1901 he ran a hairdessing cum tobacconist cum billiards hall cum illegal horse 
betting shop (SP bookie) cum sly grog shop at 333 Mount Alexander Road, Ascot Vale. This was not far, in
the scheme of things, from Flemington Racecourse, which would not have been a coincidence. This 
business continued in various locations along Mount Alexander Road until around 1937.

In this period it would appear he visited his brother William in Penshurst from time to time, as he was 
named as donating a prize for the rifle club there in 1902. Following his car accident the Hamilton 
newspaper (near to Penshurst) noted that Jim was well known in the district.

Jim married Marie Louise Kiernan on 15 February 1904. They would have four children together, Dorothy 
Marie Louise (1905), James Henry Esmond (1906), John Joseph Kiernan (1912) and Paul Laurence (1914).

Jim played in the Victorian Wednesday Football League in 1907 and 1908, playing for Hopetoun Trades. 
1907 was the debut for this team. Jim played in a centre position.

The Wednesday League was a trades based league that started in 1902. The five day working week 
was not yet a thing and while the city of Melbourne retail and commercial sector had a Saturday half-
holiday, the suburbs by contrast, took the half-holiday on Wednesday, giving rise to the VWFL. 
Although trades based, most teams were also locality based.

The Saturday half-holiday would be come the standard across Melbourne, spelling the end for the 
league, with 1908 the last year it ran.

The family was living at 11 Warrick Street, Ascot Vale as early as 1910. When they sold the house in May 
1919 they described it as an eight room Queen Anne villa with tiled roof, steeloid ceilings, weatherboard, 
electric light, gas-stove, gas-fires, fruit trees, garden, lawn and a class of home seldom offered!

They probably moved directly to 161 Glen Huntly Road, Elsternwick, as they were known to be living 
there in 1926, and they lived there until at least 1934.

The family bought their first car in about 1912, which was a Mitchell. A few years later, in November 
1915, he was involved in a car accident where they were swiped by the Frankston express at Chelsea, an 
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incident widely reported in the newspapers. They likely had been to visit Jim's sister or brother, who both 
lived in Chelsea. In the car was Jim, his two eldest children, his wife's cousin Mrs. Toshack and her infant.

In 1933, he knocked down and killed a pedestrian 
with his vehicle. It seems he was driving very 
recklessly. He was not charged, but the coroner had 
this to say “ Although he has been driving for 20 
years, the motorist, James Henry Dorney, handled 
his car very unskilfully and showed a great deal of 
stupidity.” Relevant articles can be found in the 5 
August 1933 and 6 April 1934 Argus newspapers.

Warrnambool Standard, 22 November 1915

Below: From page 1 of the The Herald, 22 November 1915.

James was an incorrigible SP Bookie, and was first fined for his activities in April 1915, where his fines 
and costs made up to an eye-watering £155 14/-. Six more fines were to be imposed over the years - 
September 1919, £100, December 1923, £100, February 1928, £120. In January 1929 the prosecution urged
jail, but the judge stated “I would sooner have the money”, and fined Jim £200. In December 1930, £100.
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In January 1933, Jim's lawyer suggested he had 
already sold the business, but this was a lie. 
However, Jim had first listed the business for sale in
May 1929, and again in April and October 1930. 
Jim was fined £200. Another £200 fine followed in 
August 1934.

To put all these fines in context a reasonable weekly
wage in this period was around £5. 

The most unequivocally entertaining prosecution 
however, was when Jim was charging with 
supplying liquor in September 1923. He had a 
foolproof system which saw all of them get off the 
charges. The article is replicated in full to the right

Back to the horse betting though, Jim's luck ran out 
in March 1935 when he was sentenced to three 
months imprisonment. He didn't mend his ways 
though, and was sentenced to a further three months
imprisonment in 1936. This time he appealed the 
decision and had a former Essendon mayor as a 
character witness. It didn't help.

The Age, 29 April 1936

During his time in prison he worked in the library. 
While in jail his sons had to support the family at 
the same time as completing their University 
courses.

For Jim to have been so long and prominently in 
business, he was probably paying off the police.

Even with all the fines and bribes, his operations 
made good financial sense and he spent it wisely, on
his children's education and also, apparently, on 
investment properties.

It wasn't all plain sailing though. His granddaughter 
Lee had this to say “I think for Nana Dorney 
(Marie) there was either feast or famine and Dad 
(Esmond) talked of the wonderful black carriage 
horses they had, but then we learned there was no 
money and Nana had to scrape to get the boys 
through Uni. Next you hear that Dad had a Delage 
sports car whilst he was at Uni – so who knows?”

Also, Jim's marriage with Marie was very strained 
after he was jailed. 

The Argus,26 September 1923.
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Jim appears to have finally sold his business in 1937, and it was probably then he and Marie moved to 57 
Ormond Esplanade, Elwood, more or less opposite the current location of the Elwood sailing club.

 The family’s second car was a Buick, James’ grandnieces and nephews recalling him driving to 
Warrnambool in the early 1940’s and taking all the children blackberry picking.

James and Marie with Dorothy, 1905

James and Marie were a good match for each other. 
James was a very quiet, gentle and calm person, which 
he much needed to be if married to Marie. Marie was a 
nice person, but very strong willed and it was apparently
easiest to get on with her if you agreed that she was 
right. Dorothy said that Marie loved everybody until she
knew them well. James and Marie were separated in 
later life.

One story about James comes from his granddaughter 
Lee. Lee was a district nurse in Melbourne. Once when 
visiting some old ladies she was asked if she was a 
relative of Jim Dorney. When Lee replied so, the old 
woman became dreamy and said ‘Now there’s a man 
who knew how to look after a woman!’.

She was a strict mother and Dorothy told me stories 
about how the boys would try and sneak in late at night 
after curfew. Dorothy would sometimes change the 
clocks so that Marie didn’t know what time it was. 
However, one night when Kiernan climbed in through 
his window he found Marie sleeping in his bed, waiting 
for him!

James died on 8 December 1962 in Melbourne. He was 
90 years old.

For more information on Marie, her parents and grandparents, there's another document up on my website
http://dorneyfamilyhistory.net/famtree_web/History_kiernan.pdf

Browse newspaper items about mentioning Jim at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
publictag=James+Henry+Dorney&q&sortby=dateAsc&s=0

Jim on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-53
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Elizabeth Frances Dorney (5 June 1873 - 1874)

Elizabeth was born on 5 June 1873 in Warrnambool. She lived for just ten months.

Mary Jane Dorney (Polly) (1874 - 1958)

Contact has been made with Polly's grandson Denis Kilmartin, he will hopefully be able to supply a photo 
in future.

Polly was born in 1874 in Warrnambool, the daughter of James Dorney and Elizabeth Love.

Polly married George Kilmartin in 1907. They had four children together, Dorothy Elizabeth (1908), 
Ronald George (1909), Mary Theresa Rita (1913) and Edith Helena (1915).

They lived initially on Fairy Street, Warrnambool but moved to Hesse Street Colac prior to the birth of 
their daughter Rita. Polly's husband George enlisted in the AIF on 19 July 1915, not returning to Australia 
until March 1919. Sometime shortly thereafter they moved to 417 Burnley Street, Richmond.

In 1925 and 1927 Polly was recorded in the electoral roll at 34 Llaneast Street, Malvern, and in 1934 and 
936 at 2 McConnell Street, Kensington, which was on a corner block over the road from Kensington Town 
Hall.

From 1942 to her death Polly lived at 30 Geddes Street, Ascot Vale, a property occupied by her niece 
Constance (daughter of her brother Edward) in 1931.

Polly would visit her relatives in Warrnambool regularly. Her grandniece Nelda (daughter of Edward 
Charles) remembers dreading these visits because she always had to sleep in the bed with Polly. Polly was 
a very short woman.

Her grandson Denis remembers her as being a smoker.

Polly died at Ascot Vale in 1958 and was buried in the Fawkner Memorial Park on 15 December 1958.

Polly on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-69

Elizabeth Frances Dorney (7 Nov 1875 – 19 June 1905)

Frances was born on 7 November 1875 in Warrnambool, the daughter of James Dorney and Elizabeth 
Love.

Frances married Robert George Wood on 9 May 1894 at Saint Joseph's, Warrnambool. Robert was a 
labourer at the time but who later became a fireman.

Frances and Robert had four children together, Robert William Cecil (1894), Dorothy Frances (1896), 
Elizabeth Olive (1898) and Francis Clyde (1900). Robert died in infancy and Dorothy drowned in 1913.

The family was recorded at Merri Street, Warrnambool in the 1903 electoral roll.

Elizabeth with her children, ca 1902

Frances died on 19 June 1905 of pneumonia and 
cardiac failure. She was just 29 years old.

Frances was buried the following day in the 
Warrnambool Cemetery. She shares the grave with 
her son Robert and sister Edith.

Elizabeth on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-70
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John Robert Dorney (1877 – 21 May 1905)

John was born in 1877 in Warrnambool, the son of James Dorney and Elizabeth Love.

He was a hairdresser by trade, his business being listed in Wises’ Postal Directory of 1895-96 for 
Warrnambool, he moved to the Koroit area in about 1897. Koroit is located 16 km to the west of 
Warrnambool.

John was also a member of the Garrison Artillery Band during his Warrnambool days, which was declared 
‘famous in Warrnambool’s history’ during the centenary celebrations of the town in 1947. The following 
review appeared of John in the 3 October 1892 paper ‘…Sergt. T. Nelson and Drummer J. Dorney 
representing the Warrnambool State School, the former singing ‘Mulligan’s Pie’ and the latter, played a 
march on the drum in his usual style, and gave in reply to an encore a song, ‘The elephant chased a flea’ 
with side drum accompaniment, which caused great merriment…’

John was, along with his brother James, a keen cyclist who participated in local competitions from at least 
1895, and was in fact secretary of the Warrnambool Cycling Club until he moved to Koroit.

He entered his pony in the Koroit Show in 1897, receiving second place for a pony under 12 hands.

Punch, 25 August 1904

John attended the Koroit Catholic School Ball in August 1904.
This was a massive event, which earned half a page in the 
Melbourne Punch, mostly taken up with photos of the event.

John went as Abdul Hamid, a Turkish mogul.

John was treasurer of the Koroit football club. He frequently 
acted as a Master of Ceremonies for dances that were held in 
the town, was a member of the H.A.C.B.S8 and the C.M.Y.S.9, 
and a prominent member of the Koroit fire brigade and Koroit 
minstrel club.

John married Ellen McCormick on 8 March 1905 in Koroit. 
Just seven weeks later John contracted typhoid fever, he was 
progressing satisfactorily until peritonitis set in, and he died 
painfully four weeks later on 21 May 1905. He was just 
twenty seven years old.

John and Ellen had a child together, Helen Frances, born after 
his death.

John prepared his will three days before his death, naming his 
wife Ellen and brother James as beneficiaries.

Browse newspaper items mentioning John at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
publictag=John+Robert+Dorney&q=&sortby=dateAsc

John on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-71

8 Hibernian Australian Catholic Benefit Society
9 No idea
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wife Ellen and brother James as beneficiaries.

Browse newspaper items mentioning John at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
publictag=John+Robert+Dorney&q=&sortby=dateAsc

John on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-71

8 Hibernian Australian Catholic Benefit Society
9 No idea
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William Bernard Dorney (1879 – 18 Oct 1945)

William was born in 1879 in Warrnambool, the son of James Dorney and Elizabeth Love.

The next thing we know about William was that he was playing football with the Penshurst football team 
against a visiting Hamilton side in June 1899. Penshurst, 4 goals 5 behinds, lost to Hamilton, 7 goals 3 
behinds. An excerpt from the coverage reads “Owing to the long grass all over the ground the game 
seemed more like hide and seek than football, and as it had the additional advantage of having been 
thoroughly soaked by recent rains making a good display of football was impossible.”

William was running a combination tobacconist and barber shop in Penshurst a township located 40 km to 
the north of Warrnambool. He was there until 1913.

William was well involved in the social life of the town. There was the football club, which he was 
involved with for many years in an organisational role and donating trophies, although it's not clear if he 
was always playing on the team. There were amateur dramatic productions – in June 1902 he played the 
lead role in Pike O'Callaghan (subtitled The Irish Patriot. This was an 1870 play written by Wybert Reeve. 
He would appear in other plays from time to time.

William was quite musically inclined, and he is frequently mentioned singing, or more often, playing the 
piano at various social events. He owned his own piano, selling a Grand Hapsburg in 1903, quite a 
substantial thing for a 24 year old small business owner to have. He was a member of the brass band, 
playing either the drums or the flugelhorn (it's not clear which). William also taught dancing lessons.

It wasn't all fun and games. In June 1902, July 1903, May 1905 and December 1907 his shop was broken 
into. In February 1903 he was knocked down by a bicycle and was badly bruised about the legs. This 
accident made it into The Age's roundup of regional news.

William was frequently named as a donator to local clubs an events, although this was pretty de rigeur for a
small business in this era.

William owned a pony named Trixey, which he raced from time to time.

He listed his Penshurst business for sale in August 1910, and from the advert we learn that he was making 
£30 a month. The business actually sold in July 1912.

Moorabbin News, 27 January 1913

William moved immediately to Chelsea, south-east of Melbourne 
and started a new business there. We know this because in late 
1912 he was prosecuted twice for travelling in a first class rail 
carriage with a second class ticket!

His sister Edith also lived in Chelsea, but it's not clear which of 
them moved there first. His mother also moved to Chelsea around 
this time, living with William until her death in 1917.

The business would include a billiard table from 1917, with 
William applying for a licence in December 1916.

Once again William became well involved in the social life of the 
area, although the first we hear is not until August 1913 when he 
was judging the fancy dress costumes at the Hibernian Ball. 
William is again often mentioned playing the piano at events.

He was again involved with the local football team, and in 1926 
was on the committee of the Chelsea Junior Football Club.

William returned to Penshurst and Warrnambool in February 1916 
for a social visit, travelling by horse and buggy and going via 
Ballarat to reach Penshurst.

William was involved in a number of activities associated with the Langwarrin Military Camp. During 
World War I this Camp was both used as an internment facility and as a militray hospital treating venereal 
diseases.
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Seaside News, 11 November 1916

He organised an Egg Day collection at the end of 
both 1916 and 1917.

Egg days, where donations of eggs were solicited, 
mostly for hospitals, first appear to have started in 
Australia in 1911 and took place for the next four 
decades, with the 1930s being a heyday for egg 
days.

William also arranged several art union raffles to raise money for the Camp in general and the Langwarrin 
Camp Band in particular.

William bought his first motor car around May 1923, which we know as at this time he auctioned off his 
pony and buggy. He did however go on a farewell tour with the buggy, the Warrnambool Standard of 1 
March 1923 recorded ‘Mr. W Dorney, a former resident of Warrnambool, accompanied by Mr. B. Donovan 
paid a visit to his native city yesterday in the course of an extended trip. They left Chelsea last Thursday on
a 600 mile driving tour of Victoria with a buggy and 13-hands pony’

His car was a Buick, and he shortly advertised it for hire as a kind of taxi service. Somebody attempted to 
steal the car in November 1926, William’s dog barked and scared off the intruder, but the car had no petrol 
in it anyway.

The Chelsea business was listed for sale in early 1930, due to William's ill-health. It was operating as a 
hairdresser and tobacconist and had two billiard tables. The business sold pretty quickly and he moved out 
to 415 Point Nepean Road, Frankston. He did still run a barber's shop at Frankston, but possibly it was a 
smaller operation.

He appears less in a social context in the newspaper in Frankston – I guess he was getting older, but he was
involved in charitable endeavours.

In January 1931 he took a number of boys of the Vincent de Paul's Society on holiday. He was part of a 
party of 28 artists raising money for the South Melbourne Orphanage in September 1931. William would 
visit the Frankston Children's Hospital every Sunday with gifts and sweets for the children, and would also 
provide haircuts. He was referred to as Uncle Bill. His involvement was first mentioned in 1934.

A Christmas toy appeal for the hospital was organised by William in both 1937 and 1938. He was also 
involved the annual fruit appeal, held around March each year.

He was also at least involved peripherally with the Boy Scouts.

He moved his residence and business yet again in 1938, this time to Somerville, ten kilometres out from 
Frankston. He lived on Hastings Road.

At the Somerville Show in 1939 William won both first and second prizes for his brown spanish onions.

August 1941 saw another move for William, moving his residence and business to Taylors property, a 
delicensed hotel, situated at High Street, Cranbourne. He applied for a licence for two billiards tables.

William was extremely fastidious, to the point where when the Warrnambool Dorneys (the children of his 
brother Edward) visited him the children were made to wear nightcaps so that they wouldn’t dirty the 
pillows. Nelda remembers squirting him with a water pistol as a child, and rather than joining in the fun he 
became so enraged that Nelda had to run to her mother for safety. His grandnephew, Ian, went so far as to 
call him an ‘old woman’.

William was probably homosexual. The main evidence I have for that is when I met his nephew Ian. After 
describing William's fastidousness, I felt he was going to suggest William was gay, but then changed his 
mind as if that would be too much to say.

There are however a number of examples where is William is engaged in less than stereotypically 
masculine pursuits. For example, at an ANA Ball held in July 1903, the tables were artistically decorated 
by three women and William. William is fairly often named as a table decorator. At a concert in May 1907,
William was the only man amongst the nine people named who waited on the tables.

At a farewell party for a G. Learmonth in March 1904, Mr Miles proposed a toast of “The Ladies” coupled
with the name of Mr Dorney. Sounds suspicious, but I can't be completely sure I'm understanding what this 
meant to those at the time.
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In the Penshurst Shows of November 1904 and 1905, prizes in the bouquet section overwhelmingly went to
women, but William won first prize both times for his decorated epergne (a table centrepiece). He only 
made second place in 1906. Funnily enough, prizes for growing flowers appear to be more evenly split 
between the sexes, although William never won prizes for flowers until the 1942 Cranbourne Flower Show.

There was a fancy dress footballer's dance in August 1908 and William was the only male in drag, coming 
as a Dancing Girl. In a performance of the play The Actress in March 1909, William played Madam Patti.

Penshurst Free Press, 1 September 1911

William would play golf from time to time, and at a 
match in 1911, the following text shown here was 
published.

At the Somerville Gymkhana, held in 1941 William 
won prizes for his scones and swiss rolls. Again, 
this was amongst a field of primarily female 
entrants.

Certainly none of these items are necessarily signifcant, even in the context of the time, but it's interesting 
to wonder how it could have affected his life.

William died on 18 October 1945 at his home in Cranbourne. He was 64 years old. He is buried in the 
Cranbourne Cemetery.

Browse newspaper items mentioning William at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
public  tag=William+Bernard+Dorney&q=&sortby=dateAsc

William on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-72

Edith Dorney (1881 – 29 Nov 1925)

Edith was born in Warrnambool in 1881. She was the last of seven surviving children born to James 
Dorney, a bootmaker, and Elizabeth Love, a boarding house proprietor.

Edith married John Edward Carter, a horse trainer, on 15 July 1903 at St Joseph's, Malvern. No profession 
was recorded for Edith at the time of her marriage, but she would have been assisting her mother operate 
their boarding house.

John had been living at Framlingham, near Warrnambool, but had moved with his parents to Malvern.

They lived in Warrnambool immediately after their marriage, with John William (1904) and Edith (1907) 
born there. By 1913 Edith had moved to Mordialloc, near Chelsea where her son Leonard was born, 
however he only lived for fifteen days.

Edith's brother William also lived in Chelsea, although it's not clear which one of them moved there first. 
She was recorded in the 1915 electoral roll simply as living at “Chelsea”, and in 1918 and 1925 at 
Frankston Road, Chelsea.

Edith was deaf, most likely caused by contracting scarlet fever as a child. No one living in 1996 could 
remember much else about her.

Edith died suddenly on 29 November 1925 in Chelsea and was buried two days later in the Warrnambool 
Cemetery, sharing a grave with her sister Frances Elizabeth. Edith was just 34 years old.

Edith in wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-73
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Fourth Generation

Children of Edward Paul Dorney

Dorothy Elizabeth Dorney (1903 - 1903)

Dorothy Elizabeth Dorney was born in 1903 and died in the same year. She was buried in the Warrnambool
Cemetery on 5 May 1903.

Gwendoline Rose Dorney (1904 - 9 Jan 1953)

Gwen was born in 1904 in Warrnambool to Edward Dorney, a coachpainter and dealer in second hand 
buggies and Nellie Mills.

Gwen attended Loreto Convent Ladies College at Hamilton. She received the highest mark for reading in 
the Junior School in 1913. In 1916 she was amongst other students at the school making cushions for the 
red cross.

In 1930 Gwen had a frock and millinery shop, and later became an antique dealer.

Gwen was recorded on the 1934 electoral roll living with her father at 61 Koroit Street. The 1936 roll has 
her at 113 Wellington Street, Flemington but by 1942 she was again in Warrnambool, living at 186 Fairy 
Street with her father.

Gwen never married.

None of her nieces and nephews remember her with any fondness. When her sister Constance, died young, 
Constance’s daughter Ninon was brought up by Gwen who was apparently very nasty to her.

Gwen was caring for her father when he died and all his possessions went to her.

Gwen died at the age of only 49, on January 9, 1953, and willed her belongings to her boyfriend, John 
(Jack) Dent, who lived in Melbourne. In one stroke, much of the family’s heirlooms and history where lost.

Gwen is buried in an unmarked grave in the Warrnambool cemetery.

Browse newspaper articles mentioning Gwen at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
publictag=Gwendoline+Rose+Dorney&q=&sortby=dateAsc
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Edward Charles Dorney (1906 – 6 Dec 1959)

At the time of writing (January 2020) most years of the Warrnambool Standard are not available online. 
More information may come to light.

Charles was born in 1906 in Warrnambool to Edward Dorney, a coachpainter and dealer in second hand 
buggies and Nellie Mills.

Edward at his daughter Nelda's wedding.

He attended St Joseph's Christian Brothers' College (now part 
of Emmanuel College) in Warrnambool. At the annual sports 
gathering in 1916 he participated in the 75 yards race. In the 
1918 gathering he came second in the orange race and first the
apple race.

Charles married Ellen Breen in Warrnambool in 1926. They 
had seven children together, Wanda (1927), Charles John 
(Jacky) (1929), George Noel (1931), Nelda (1933), Ian 
Kenneth (1935), Maree Gail (1945) and Suzanne (1947). All 
the sons had the nickname of ‘Skipper’ that often made for a 
lot of confusion.

In early 1930 Charles was assaulted by a man named Charles 
McLeod, who was later fined £5 for his actions.

Edward was a housepainter by trade.

In October 1935 his son Noel was knocked down by a motor-car driven by Mr. George Melville and was 
admitted to hospital suffering from head injuries.

He appeared in the 1933 electoral roll living at 86 
Kelp Street, but in 1934 at his father's house at 61 
Koroit Street, even though his wife was still 
recorded at 86 Kelp Street. I would hesitate to 
assume they were separated, as it's also possible 
Ellen had failed to update her details. In any case 
they had both moved to 13 Banyan Street in 1936, 
to 35 Japan Street in 1942, before settling at 18 
Hyland Street in 1949. It's not known if he owned 
the Hyland Street property, but his frequent moves 
suggests he was renting.

Charles was arrested in Camperdown on a Monday 
night in late January 1938 for being drunk and 
disorderly. He and a man named Luke Thornton 
were convicted the following morning but were 
discharged following a reprimand.

In April 1940 he was driving his vehicle near the 
corner of Kelp and Koroit Streets he was hit by 
another vehicle. His car was badly smashed and 
Ellen was admitted to hospital with cuts.

Charles died on 6 December 1959. He was 53 years 
old. Charles is buried in the Warrnambool Cemetery
with his wife Ellen, who passed away in 1998.

Back: sister Gwendoline, Charles,wife Ellen. 
Centre: Jackie, Wanda. Front: Nelda, Noel, Ian.

Browse newspaper articles mentioning Charles at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
publictag=Edward+Charles+Dorney&q=&sortby=dateAsc

Charles on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-76
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Back: sister Gwendoline, Charles,wife Ellen. 
Centre: Jackie, Wanda. Front: Nelda, Noel, Ian.

Browse newspaper articles mentioning Charles at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
publictag=Edward+Charles+Dorney&q=&sortby=dateAsc

Charles on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-76
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Constance Dorney (1908 – 17 May 1938)

Contact has twice been made with Constance's granddaughter via Ninon, Margot Magree, in the hope of 
obtaining a photograph of Constance.

Constance Dorney was born in 1908 in Warrnambool, the second surviving daughter of Edward Dorney 
and Nellie Mills.

Very little is known about Constance. The Warrnambool Standard ran an article on 10 March 1924 with the
title “Connie Dorney Fingers Crushed”.

Constance married Thomas Dynon in 1928. They had four children together, a daughter Ninon, and three 
sons, William, Patrick and John.

Constance and her husband were living at 30 Geddes Street, Ascot Vale in 1930. Thomas was a jockey and 
this location was close to Flemington Racecourse. Her aunt Mary Jane was later recorded at this address in 
1942.

Constance died on 17 May 1938 at St Helen's Hospital in Essendon. She was just 28 years old. Following 
her death her husband looked after their sons but Ninon was sent to live with Constance’s sister, Gwen.

Constance on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-77

Reginald Paul Dorney (1911 - 1923)

Reginald was born in 1911 in Warrnambool. Reginald died due to a tumour at just twelve years of age and 
was buried in the Warrnambool Cemetery on 10 February 1923.
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Linda Agatha Dorney (29 Sep 1913 – 3 Oct 1982)

At the time of writing (January 2020) most years of the Warrnambool Standard are not available online. 
More information may come to light.

Linda was born on 29 September 1913 in Warrnambool to Edward Dorney and Nellie Mills.

Linda with her husband Tom

Prior to her marriage, Linda worked at the Warrnambool 
Woollen Mills.

Linda married Thomas Ryan on 24 April 1937 in 
Warrnambool. They had two sons together, Edward 
Timothy (1937) and Reginald Thomas Patrick (1939), 
both of whom raised their families in the Warrnambool 
area.

Her husband Tom enlisted in the Army in May 1943 and 
Linds often went by train to Puckapunyal to visit him 
before he was posted overseas.

Linda with her sons

During the war Linda and her boys spent time with Aunty Rosa and Aunty Mary (on their father's side) in 
their big home at Hamilton.

Linda lived at 158 Banyan Street, Warrnambool up until she passed away.

Linda was an outdoor person and liked fishing and camping.

Linda passed away on 3 October 1982 in the Warrnambool Base Hospital. She was 69 years old.

Linda on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-79

Harold John Dorney (1916 - 1916)

Harold John Dorney was born in 1916 in Warrnambool and was just four months old when he died on 29 
May. Harold was buried the following day in the Warrnambool cemetery. He shares a grave with his 
paternal grandparents.
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Children of James Henry Dorney

Dorothy Marie Louise Dorney (8 April 1905 – 19 April 2000)

Dorothy was born on 8 April 1905 in Ascot Vale, 
Melbourne, the first of four children to James Henry 
Dorney, a hairdresser and tobacconist with a sideline in 
illegal gambling, and Marie Louise Kiernan, a highly 
intelligent, educated and formidable woman.

Dorothy first attended Saint Columba’s College in 
Essendon. The first mention of Dorothy in the newspaper 
record is in April 1915 when a juvenile ball and 
entertainment was being held at the Essendon Town Hall in 
aid of the Red Cross and Dorothy was a butterfly in a fairy 
and butterfly ballet.

Music examination results were published in the 
newspaper, and we can see a steady progression, passing 
Primary Division in Pianoforte in 1915, Grade V Theory in 
1916, Grade V with Honours in 1917, Grade VI with 
honours in 1918.

As a quite gifted pianist, Dorothy's mother Marie had great 
plans of her becoming a concert pianist. 

Piano was not Dorothy's only performing arts interest.

Dorothy as a young child

In December 1916 Dorothy performed the Dance of the Wattle Fairies at Mrs William Greens “juvenile 
pupils' patriotic fancy dress ball”, dressed in a pale yellow chiffon frock with green shoes and socks and a 
wreath of wattle in her hair. At the same event the following year, Dorothy was a dancer in a fairy ballet. In
1918 she performed in ballet of the Pink Roses. Costumes descriptions were provided for every event.

Dorothy attended Holy Cross Convent in Daylesford in 1919, presumably boarding there. At the end of 
year concert she played Princess Elsa in the operetta The Golden Sickle. Dorothy would return to 
Daylesford in 1928, performing at a hospital fundraiser.

At a Conservatorium concert in 
October 1922, her performance was 
described as follows, Miss Dorothy 
Dorney was better with one hand (in 
an impromptu for the left-hand alone 
by Frank Adlam) than with two hands
(Chopin's C sharp minor waltz).

Dorothy was granted a piano 
scholarship to enter the Albert Street 
Conservatorium of Music in 
Melbourne in 1920. She received 
Honours in her first year, but only a 
pass in her second and third years. 
During her second year she 
performed in a concert to the 
Governor and Countess of 
Stradbroke. École Normale de Musique de Paris, in 2007

In the late 1920s Dorothy was sent to Paris to study piano at the École Normale de Musique de Paris, a 
school established by the famous French pianist Alfred Cortot.
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Unfortunately for Dorothy, her mother accompanied her, and she did not have good memories of Paris for 
this reason but eventually Marie returned to Australia (via Naples) and Dorothy had some freedom, visiting
Germany and England, making friends she corresponded with for some years.

After leaving Europe from the port of Toulon, on her way back to Melbourne she passed through Fremantle
on the SS Orvieto on 21 Jan 1930.

Dorothy married Bernard 
McCaffrey, a singer and performer, 
on 29 November 1933 in 
Melbourne.

Dorothy and Bernard had only one 
child together, Maureen, who was 
born in 1937. Bernard left Dorothy 
shortly after this and Dorothy had to
raise Maureen on her own, which is 
not an easy task today, let alone in 
the 1930s.

Both before and after her marriage, 
Dorothy worked as a piano teacher.

SS Orvieto

They were divorced in September 1940, with Bernard trying to divorce Dorothy on the grounds of 
desertion, but this was dismissed, the court accepting Dorothy's counter claim of misconduct.

Following the separation, Dorothy initially worked nights in a theatre, and then when Maureen went to 
boarding school she worked for Rockmans on their switchboard, later getting a job working in the furniture
shop of her maternal uncle, Esmond Kiernan.

From living at 26 Oak Street, Hawthorn when her daughter was born, Dorothy moved 1/1 Goldsmith 
Street, Elwood, a twenty minute walk away from her parents. In the 1950s through to at least 1962 she 
lived at 3/73 Alexandra Avenue, South Yarra in a block of flats named Dorrington House, and now 
considered to have heritage value. She stayed in South Yarra through most of the 1960s, later moving to 
19/273 Williams Road.

Her cousin Mary Ancich10, remembers meeting her possibly in the late '50's or early '60's. Dorothy came to 
Cabramatta, where Marie lived, and Mary only remembers her being there for a day and said “I think my 
mother was probably quite jealous of her - she was very attractive and very accomplished!”

When Dorothy's mother Marie moved to Townsville in the late 1960s to be with her son, Dorothy's brother 
Kiernan, Dorothy moved to Magnetic Island and stayed there for several years,  returning to Melbourne 
after Marie’s death. She initially lived in South Yarra, at 3/19 Cromwell Road, but eventually moved into 
her daughter's unit in Ashburton.

Dorothy died shortly after her ninety-fifth birthday, on 19 April 2000, from complications related to a fall 
several months earlier. Until the fall Dorothy had maintained her intelligence and sense of humour 
throughout her whole life.

Browse newspaper items mentioning Dorothy at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
publictag=Dorothy+Marie+Louise+Dorney&q&sortby=dateAsc&s=20

Dorothy on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-82

10 Daughter of Una Toshack, granddaughter of Maud Kiernan
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James Henry Esmond Dorney (17 Sep 1906 – 25 Dec 1991)

Esmond was born in Ascot Vale in Melbourne on 17 September 1906.

He initially attended St Columba's School in Essendon, up to the end of 1918. From 1919 Esmond was a 
student at Saint Kevins Christian Brothers College in East Saint Kilda. Also around this time he had moved
with his family to Elwood.

Esmond's instrument at school was the violin, and he passed Elementary level in 1918. In sixth class in 
1919 he received a prize for academic results. At the annual school sports day in October 1920 Esmond 
came third in the under 14s half mile run.

Esmond passed his school leaving examination in December 1923, but attended the Christian Brothers 
College annual sports day again in 1924 where he came first in the 100 yards and 220 yards races, second 
in the 440 yards race, equal second in the high jump and won the senior championship cup.

At school and University he was the captain of so many teams that he became known as Skipper. He was 
also a member of the Melbourne University Rifles.

Esmond's son Earl remembered Esmond worked as a bouncer in his father's pool hall while still at home. 

Esmond commenced a Diploma of Architecture at Melbourne University in 1925. He had apparently first 
considered medicine, but signed up for architecture due to his friend Frank Moriarty taking that course. 
However, Esmond only completed two years of the course after being expelled for racing cars up Tin Alley
at the university. Esmond transferred to the Brighton Technical College to complete his studies, while at the
same time became and “article pupil” to Walter Burley Griffin, the architect of Canberra. His uncle, 
Esmond Kiernan, arranged for him to enter Griffin’s office, having previously engaged Griffin to design his
new furniture store in 1923.

Up until 1929 Esmond worked for Griffin, later commencing his own private business around 1933 and by 
the early years of the war, the turnover was in the order of £80,000 - £100,000.

Photo of Esmond from his 1941 RAAF application

In 1931 he received private tuition in structural 
engineering from Henry Allen, a design engineer 
for the prominent firm of Johns & Waygood, and 
also took art classes under Allan Bernaldo, a 
well-known Melbourne watercolourist.

Esmond doesn't appear in the social notes often, 
but he stayed at The Gables, Healesville over 
Christmas-New Year in 1932-3. He went with his
sister Dorothy, her fiancée Bernard and his future 
wife Margaret

Esmond married Margaret Lambie in Melbourne 
on 31 March 193411. They had two sons together, 
John Farrell (1935) and Earl David (1939).

Esmond was very keen to learn to fly, and in fact 
was the first official pupil of the Australian Air 
League in Victoria, even though the League was 
generally presented as a youth organisation. He 
made an instructional flight on Empire Air Day in
May 1939 at Essendon Airport.

During World War II Esmond had hoped to join 
the RAAF as a pilot, but he was over the age 
limit. Instead on 21 March 1941 he applied for a 
Commission in the administrative branch. From 
his application form it appears he may have been 
hoping to work constructing bomb shelters and 
the like.

11 This is the date Esmond gave on his RAAF application. The Marriage index gives 1931 as the year. But if 1931 is correct, why was 
Margaret referred to as Miss Lambie when they went on their holiday to The Gables? Should order marriage certificate.
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In the end he was sent to Malaya (Singapore) as a Pilot Officer (Flight Lieutenant) with the Royal Air 
Force Volunteer Reserve where he flew Tiger Moths.  He was assigned to airfield demolition as the 
Japanese advanced. Esmond was mentioned in dispatches. He escaped from Singapore on the last ship out 
in the days before it fell. From there he disembarked at Jakarta (then known as Batavia) to set up a 
clandestine wireless network.

According to his Prisoner of War file due to a shortage of engineers he was temporarily offered civilian 
engagement, but with permission to wear uniform. His civilian engagement was terminated on 25 February
1942 and he was reported a prisoner of war a month later. At one stage he gave himself up to the Japanese 
in Java as one of his party was very ill and they felt any help they could get would be worth it. He escaped 
three times, all ultimately unsuccessful.

Sometime after Esmond’s capture his wife, Margaret, apparently received a telegram stating that Esmond 
was missing, presumed dead. This telegram is not recorded in his prisoner of war file, which does include a
number of notifications of his prisoner of war status up to September 1943. Only two other pieces of 
communication are recorded. A letter of Esmond's to his wife was broadcast in October 1944 by Japanese 
Radio in Batavia, then in September 1945 it was reported he was liberated.

The broadcast letter read as follows “Dear Margaret, I hope you and children are keeping well. 
Considering conditions, I have nothing to complain about. Just longing to see you all again. Jack and Earl
must be quite grown up now. I appreciate the photo in your letter. To see your faces was a real touch of 
home. I hope that it won't be long before I am with you all again. Love to all. God bless you. Esmond.” The
letter may have been altered or even largely fabricated.

After the war and his imprisonment, Esmond came home very unwell. But in spite of this, travelling home 
on the troop ship there he offered to fight any man on board and was referred to as the Pocket Hercules (a 
reference to his height). 

His mother’s first comments, on his return from captivity at Spencer Street Station, weighing 4.5 stone 
(28kg), were ‘You look terrible, what have you been doing to yourself?’

Although Margaret did not remarry until 1946, it seems she had commenced a new relationship in this 
period. The state of their relationship, or any issues that might have been raised by Esmond enlisting are 
not known. 

While a patient in the Repatriation Hospital in Melbourne, Esmond was nursed by his future wife, Joan 
Mesley. He proposed to her before moving to Hobart where he was looked after by his brother Paul and 
Paul’s wife Mollie. His two sons boarded at Saint Patricks College close to Kiernan, their uncle, until they 
too moved to Hobart. Joan followed him to Hobart at a later date.

Esmond married Joan Mesley at sunrise on the top of Fort Nelson in Hobart on 23 August 1949. Together 
Esmond and Joan had three children, Lee Barbara (1950), Shane Paul (1951) and Patrick Esmond (1955).

He maintained his interest in flying after the war and was noted as being on the executive of the Air Force 
Association of Tasmania in both 1951 and 1954.

Both because this was Esmond's second marriage and because their children were not raised Catholic, 
Archbishop Young (appointed 1955) refused to allow Esmond to do any work for the church. Esmond had 
previously designed five churches, commencing with Saint Therese of Lieseux in Moonah (completed 
1952) and ending with St Pius X in Taroona (opened 26 October 1957).

According to his daughter Lee, the nuns of Nazareth House in Launceston refused to use any other 
architect, so he continued to do more work for them.

Esmond designed and built several homes on the top of Porters Hill on the ruins of Fort Nelson. The first 
house was built in 1949, and a second, separate one in 1966, but both were destroyed by separate bushfires.
The third, and still existing house, was built in 1978. It was purchased by the Hobart City Council in 2006 
as both the house was heritage listed and the ruins and land were considered to be of significant heritage 
value.
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engagement, but with permission to wear uniform. His civilian engagement was terminated on 25 February
1942 and he was reported a prisoner of war a month later. At one stage he gave himself up to the Japanese 
in Java as one of his party was very ill and they felt any help they could get would be worth it. He escaped 
three times, all ultimately unsuccessful.

Sometime after Esmond’s capture his wife, Margaret, apparently received a telegram stating that Esmond 
was missing, presumed dead. This telegram is not recorded in his prisoner of war file, which does include a
number of notifications of his prisoner of war status up to September 1943. Only two other pieces of 
communication are recorded. A letter of Esmond's to his wife was broadcast in October 1944 by Japanese 
Radio in Batavia, then in September 1945 it was reported he was liberated.

The broadcast letter read as follows “Dear Margaret, I hope you and children are keeping well. 
Considering conditions, I have nothing to complain about. Just longing to see you all again. Jack and Earl
must be quite grown up now. I appreciate the photo in your letter. To see your faces was a real touch of 
home. I hope that it won't be long before I am with you all again. Love to all. God bless you. Esmond.” The
letter may have been altered or even largely fabricated.

After the war and his imprisonment, Esmond came home very unwell. But in spite of this, travelling home 
on the troop ship there he offered to fight any man on board and was referred to as the Pocket Hercules (a 
reference to his height). 

His mother’s first comments, on his return from captivity at Spencer Street Station, weighing 4.5 stone 
(28kg), were ‘You look terrible, what have you been doing to yourself?’

Although Margaret did not remarry until 1946, it seems she had commenced a new relationship in this 
period. The state of their relationship, or any issues that might have been raised by Esmond enlisting are 
not known. 

While a patient in the Repatriation Hospital in Melbourne, Esmond was nursed by his future wife, Joan 
Mesley. He proposed to her before moving to Hobart where he was looked after by his brother Paul and 
Paul’s wife Mollie. His two sons boarded at Saint Patricks College close to Kiernan, their uncle, until they 
too moved to Hobart. Joan followed him to Hobart at a later date.

Esmond married Joan Mesley at sunrise on the top of Fort Nelson in Hobart on 23 August 1949. Together 
Esmond and Joan had three children, Lee Barbara (1950), Shane Paul (1951) and Patrick Esmond (1955).

He maintained his interest in flying after the war and was noted as being on the executive of the Air Force 
Association of Tasmania in both 1951 and 1954.

Both because this was Esmond's second marriage and because their children were not raised Catholic, 
Archbishop Young (appointed 1955) refused to allow Esmond to do any work for the church. Esmond had 
previously designed five churches, commencing with Saint Therese of Lieseux in Moonah (completed 
1952) and ending with St Pius X in Taroona (opened 26 October 1957).

According to his daughter Lee, the nuns of Nazareth House in Launceston refused to use any other 
architect, so he continued to do more work for them.

Esmond designed and built several homes on the top of Porters Hill on the ruins of Fort Nelson. The first 
house was built in 1949, and a second, separate one in 1966, but both were destroyed by separate bushfires.
The third, and still existing house, was built in 1978. It was purchased by the Hobart City Council in 2006 
as both the house was heritage listed and the ruins and land were considered to be of significant heritage 
value.
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Fort Nelson House, exterior Fort Nelson House, interior, 1978

Esmond died in Hobart on Christmas Day 1991. He was 85 years old.

He was the first twentieth century architect to gain Heritage listing in Victoria. An annual architectural 
prize is now given in his honour in Tasmania.

One of the pavilions at the Museum of Old and New Art (MONA) in Hobart is named Esmond in his 
memory.

Browse newspaper items mentioing Esmond at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
usertag=Esmond+Dorney&q=&sortby=dateAsc

Esmond on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-83
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John Joseph Kiernan Dorney (9 Jan 1912 – 30 Aug 2007)

Kiernan “Skipper” Dorney, CBE, DSO, AM, MID, MBBS, Bsc, MS, FRACS, FAMA was born on 9 
January 1912 in Melbourne. He went to high school at St. Kevin’s Christian Brothers College before 
attending Melbourne University. He initially studied engineering before switching to medicine, which he 
completed in 1937. He was one of Australia’s most qualified surgeons.

While at University he was active in the University Blacks Australian Rules football team. His cousin Peter
Kiernan described him as “a star in a strong vintage” and he played alongside Alan le Fontaine.

Kiernan also won awards in, and travelled interstate for, swimming and diving events. He stayed involved 
with diving, judging competitions in Townsville for the North Queensland Swimming Championships 
many years later.

Kiernan's first placement as resident medical officer after completing his degree was at Saint Vincent's 
Hospital in Melbourne.

Obituary of Arnold Gourevitch, The Age, Wednesday April 
14, 2004

Kiernan was in Hobart when he enlisted 
for the Second World War on 4 December 
1939. He was assigned to the 2/2 Field 
Ambulance and served in Libya, Greece, 
Crete, El Alamein, New Guinea and 
Borneo.

Kiernan was captured in Crete and spent 
six months in a prisoner of war camp there
before escaping with a fellow surgeon, 
Arnold Gourevitch. They lived in caves 
and shepherds huts providing medical care
for Allied fugitives and Cretans. In April 
1942 they were contacted by a Special 
Operations Executive who arranged for 
them to be picked up and taken to Bardia 
in Libya. The ordeal took it's toll and he 
required hospitalisation for a skin 
problems and malnutrition.

Following a battle from 20 to 29 
November 1943 against the Japanese in 
Papua New Guinea, Kiernan was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Order for 
‘personal gallantry and great devotion to 
duty’. The recommendation for his award 
states the following ‘….For five days the 
area was cut off, during which period 
Dorney tended the wounded without sleep 
day or night, on many occasions 
personally assisting to pick up and bring 
in wounded men under fire. He was an 
inspiration to his own men, while his 
example helped to keep up morale among 
the personnel of the battalion…’

These exploits were also detailed in a 
cartoon in the 18 August 1945 issue of the 
Argus, included as Appendix A.

Kiernan married Joan Callinan in Parkville in Melbourne on 8 March 1943 after a three and a half-year 
engagement. He was on leave in Melbourne for just ten days. They would have seven children together, 
Joanne (1946), Kiernan Damien (1947), Adrienne (1949), Sean (1951), Stuart (1952,) Gerard (1954) and 
Martin (1958).

The Dorney Family History 1/11/20 Page 49 of 61

John Joseph Kiernan Dorney (9 Jan 1912 – 30 Aug 2007)

Kiernan “Skipper” Dorney, CBE, DSO, AM, MID, MBBS, Bsc, MS, FRACS, FAMA was born on 9 
January 1912 in Melbourne. He went to high school at St. Kevin’s Christian Brothers College before 
attending Melbourne University. He initially studied engineering before switching to medicine, which he 
completed in 1937. He was one of Australia’s most qualified surgeons.

While at University he was active in the University Blacks Australian Rules football team. His cousin Peter
Kiernan described him as “a star in a strong vintage” and he played alongside Alan le Fontaine.

Kiernan also won awards in, and travelled interstate for, swimming and diving events. He stayed involved 
with diving, judging competitions in Townsville for the North Queensland Swimming Championships 
many years later.

Kiernan's first placement as resident medical officer after completing his degree was at Saint Vincent's 
Hospital in Melbourne.

Obituary of Arnold Gourevitch, The Age, Wednesday April 
14, 2004

Kiernan was in Hobart when he enlisted 
for the Second World War on 4 December 
1939. He was assigned to the 2/2 Field 
Ambulance and served in Libya, Greece, 
Crete, El Alamein, New Guinea and 
Borneo.

Kiernan was captured in Crete and spent 
six months in a prisoner of war camp there
before escaping with a fellow surgeon, 
Arnold Gourevitch. They lived in caves 
and shepherds huts providing medical care
for Allied fugitives and Cretans. In April 
1942 they were contacted by a Special 
Operations Executive who arranged for 
them to be picked up and taken to Bardia 
in Libya. The ordeal took it's toll and he 
required hospitalisation for a skin 
problems and malnutrition.

Following a battle from 20 to 29 
November 1943 against the Japanese in 
Papua New Guinea, Kiernan was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Order for 
‘personal gallantry and great devotion to 
duty’. The recommendation for his award 
states the following ‘….For five days the 
area was cut off, during which period 
Dorney tended the wounded without sleep 
day or night, on many occasions 
personally assisting to pick up and bring 
in wounded men under fire. He was an 
inspiration to his own men, while his 
example helped to keep up morale among 
the personnel of the battalion…’

These exploits were also detailed in a 
cartoon in the 18 August 1945 issue of the 
Argus, included as Appendix A.

Kiernan married Joan Callinan in Parkville in Melbourne on 8 March 1943 after a three and a half-year 
engagement. He was on leave in Melbourne for just ten days. They would have seven children together, 
Joanne (1946), Kiernan Damien (1947), Adrienne (1949), Sean (1951), Stuart (1952,) Gerard (1954) and 
Martin (1958).

The Dorney Family History 1/11/20 Page 49 of 61



Immediately after the war, Kiernan worked in Ballarat as a GP while studying for his surgery fellowship 
exams.

Following the completion of his exams he moved in March 1948 to Tasmania where he was apppointed 
Surgeon Superintendent at Devon Hospital at Latrobe, near Devonport. Kiernan was overworked here, and 
towards the end of his first year threatened to not extend his contract unless he had a senior and junior to 
assist him. He had lost 13 pounds over the year (5.8kg) due to his long hours. Extra staff do appear to have 
been forthcoming, but Kiernan ended up tendering his resignation in October 1949.

A letter to the editor following his resignation claimed that Kiernan, explaining his resignation to the board,
stated “that one reason was that his capabilities had been questioned, and that it was hopeless to continue 
in such circumstances.”

There was a flurry of letters to the newspaper praising Kiernan's work, as well as a few of a more 
conspiracy theory bent. His resignation was raised in parliament by none other than Dame Enid Lyons.

Kiernan then moved Townsville, where he took up a position as superintendent of the Townsville General 
Hospital on 20 November 1949. Most of the mentions of Kiernan in his first year in the Townsville 
newspaper record relate to golf matches, with please for blood donations coming in second place. After this
the news items are more of the standard hospital administration fare.

The 9th Field Ambulance (as reserve unit) was reformed in early 1952 and Kiernan was named as the 
commanding officer.

Kiernan tendered his resignation to the Townsville Hospital Board in October 1952, to take place in 
January 1953. This may have been because he knew he might be deployed to Korea, but he did state 
verbally in when he gave his advice words to the effect of “that the position of medical superintendent 
warranted a higher salary and the many duties were too onerous”.

An item in various papers on 10 January 1953 stated Kiernan was posted to Korea as Officer Commanding 
(Surgical) Australian troops in Korea, taking over in February. The troops were there as part of the British 
Commonwealth Occupation Force. Kiernan spent four months in Korea, and for six weeks of this time he 
served with the Americans in the 43rd MASH. On his return he went on a short lecture tour within 
Australia, updating other surgeons on his observations.

Upon returning to Townsville at the end of June Kiernan set up in private practice, although he was also 
engaged on a part time basis at the hospital as a radiologist until a specialist radiologist could be found.

Kiernan whilst in Kennedy Regiment

In June 1954 Kiernan was appointed Commanding 
Officer of the 31st Batallion, Kennedy Regiment, 
which was an unusual honour for a medical officer 
to be placed in charge of an infantry batallion.

Kiernan set up the North Queensland Branch of 
what later be known as the Endeavour Foundation 
and served the organisation from 1956-82. He later 
became vice-president of this organisation for the 
whole of Queensland.

Kiernan was chairman of the North Queensland 
Conference Committee of the Australian Medical 
Association from 1960-1982.

Kiernan was a member of the James Cook 
University Council from 1971-1982. He was also a 
patron of the University Rugby League Football 
Club for which his sons Kiernan, Sean and Stuart 
played.

Kiernan also became vice-president of the Red 
Cross in Townsville.

He had strong political beliefs and was a strong supporter of the Democratic Labour Party (DLP), a 
Catholic-based anti-communist political party created during the 1955 split in the Australian Labor Party. 
He was president of the Townsville branch. The DLP dissolved in 1978.
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Kiernan stood for office in the electorate of Herbert in (at least) 1963, 1966, 1969 and 1972, and despite a 
strong personal vote was not elected.

In 1971, as part of a civilian team, Kiernan worked as chief surgeon at the Australian hospital in Bien-Hua 
in Vietnam for three months.

Kiernan retired from practice in 1982 and moved to Buderim, on the Sunshine Coast into a house designed 
by his brother Esmond. While “retired” he joined the Sunshine Coast Committee of the Ageing and served 
on the Management Committee and several sub-committees looking after respite care and meals on wheels.
The local organisation honoured him by naming one of their buildings Dorney House.

On 29 May 2005 the Greek Government, in a ceremony at the Greek Community Centre in Brisbane 
awarded Kiernan the Tribute Medal for the Battle of Crete.

Kiernan passed away in Brisbane on 30 August 2007. He was 95 years old. His wife Joan had predecased 
him six years earlier. 

Browse newspaper articles mentioning Kiernan at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
publictag=Kiernan+John+Joseph+Dorney&q=&sortby=dateAsc

Kiernan on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-84
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Paul Lawrence Dorney (29 Jan 1914 – 1 June 1979)

Paul was born on 29 January 1914 in Ascot Vale, Melbourne. He was the youngest of four children of 
James Henry Dorney, a hairdresser and tobacconist with a sideline in illegal gambling, and Marie Louise 
Kiernan, a highly intelligent, educated and formidable woman.

Paul initially attended high school at the Christian Brother's College in East Saint Kilda. The school still 
exists, but is no longer run by the Christian Brothers. The College was not shy about promoting 
themselves, and Paul's 1928 results were published, indicating that he had “qualified” English, Latin, 
French (6th), Algebra, Geometry (4th), Geography, History, Physics, Chemistry and Drawing.

By 1929 however, Paul had changed to Assumption College at Kilmore, which would mean he was a 
boarding student there. While there Paul sat for and passed examinations for the University of Melbourne 
(results published April 1930). It would appear that at this time the University managed Year 11 and 12 
examinations. The Assumption College was also not shy about self-promotion, and so we know Paul had 
been studying English, Latin, French, Algebra, Geometry and Trigonometry, Chemistry and Physics.

It appears Paul was was back again at the Christian Brothers' College the next year when he qualified for 
the school leaving certificate, reported in April 1931.

In 1932 Paul commenced his medical course at Melbourne University. Results were published after each 
year, but only indicated if people had passed or not. While at University he was a member of The 
Melbourne University Rifles. Paul achieved his Bachelor of Medicine in 1937.

In March 1937 Paul applied for a billiard licence for
four tables at his father's business in Ascot Vale. 
This would have been because after two stints in 
jail, his father would no longer have been 
considered fit to hold a billiard licence. Paul gave 
his address as Fortuna, a guest house on the 
esplanade in Elwood, so was no longer living at 
home.

Paul left Melbourne on 18 December 1937 to take 
up a position as a resident medical officer at the 
Mater Hospital in Brisbane. While in Brisbane, he 
testified in a court case that a witness was not fit to 
attend court, saying “emotional excitement might 
bring on an attack from which the witness might 
die.”

After Brisbane, Paul worked at the Rockhampton 
General Hospital, his name appearing on a death 
certificate which was later tendered in court. It was 
probably in Rockhampton that Paul crossed the path
of a conman and thief named Arthur Augustus 
Hymus. 

Paul looking very young

Arthur impersonated Paul when he visited Charters Towers in March 1939, attending a caesarian birth and 
autopsy and being mentioned in the social notes in the newspaper.

Returning to Melbourne, Paul became the medical officer at the Heatherton Sanatorium. Paul took a new 
job in Hobart in February 1940. He flew out from Launceston Airport (Western Junction) on 17 April for 
his wedding in Melbourne the following day.

Paul married Mollie Burmeister in Elwood on 18 April 1940. The reception was held at Tudor Court in 
Caulfield. They had four children together, Anne (1941), Michael (1942), Peter (1944) and Richard (1947).

In August 1940 Paul was became an honorary physician on the executive of the Tasmanian Sanatorium. 
Paul is also named in a couple of different contexts as a judge at first aid competitions.

Paul enlisted in the Royal Australian Naval Volunteer Reserve as a Surgeon Lieutenant on 9 September 
1940.
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Paul was then later enlisted into the Royal Australian Navy on 6 August 1942 and was assigned as a ship’s 
doctor, based in Sydney. He had the rank of Surgeon Lieutenant. Paul did not see action in the war and was
discharged with a duodenal ulcer on 19 July 1943. His return to Hobart was mentioned in the newspaper, 
and the way it was worded suggests that Mollie and his two children may have been living in Sydney while
he was stationed there. On their return to Hobart they lived at 33 Montague Street, Lenah Valley.

The next month he announced he would resume practice at 73 Federal Street on 1 September.

In September 1944 Paul was one of eleven doctors who sent a letter to the editor raising concerns about the
shortage of nursing staff at the Queen Alexandra Hospital.

Baker's Milk bottle

Paul was instrumental in getting Hobart's milk supplier, Baker's 
Milk, to pasteurise their milk.

His campaign started based on his own personal experience, and 
started with a letter to the newspaper in December 1944.

Paul and Mollie had been feeding their infant son Peter with 
humanised milk12, delivered fresh daily by Baker's Milk. Peter had
been suffering terribly from diarrhoea, and Paul, after some time 
had isolated the cause as being due to high e. coli levels in the 
milk. His letter to the newspaper warned other parents of the 
danger. There resulted in both positive and negative letters to the 
editor in return.

The profile he generated was possibly related to some public 
lectures he gave in mid-1945 on The Health of the Child, speaking
at events sponsored by both the Liberal Party and the Workers 
Educational Association.

Legislation requiring pasteurisation of milk appears to have been 
passed in April 1947, but some unpasteurised milk was still being 
sold in 1949.

In 1945 the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester visited Hobart. Paul 
was listed amongst hundreds of others attending the reception at 
City Hall.

In April 1946 Paul and his family flew to Melbourne for him to undertake a post-graduate course, expected
to take six months, but which extended to nearly twelve months, returning in March 1947. They stayed 
with his parents-in-law in Frankston. Paul passed his exam to a become Member of the Royal Australasian 
College of Physicians (MRACP) in October 1946, and would receive his Doctorate of Medicine in April 
1947. This qualification made him one of the most qualified doctors in Australia in this era.

Paul had secured a job as company doctor for the Electrolytic Zinc Works, although also working out of his
private practice at 73 Federal Street. His arrangement with the Zinc Works ended in September 1947.

Paul inherited the practice and professional rooms at 148 Macquarie Street of Dr James Sprent and moved 
his practice there a few weeks before Dr Sprent's death in July 1948. Inherited is perhaps the wrong word 
as Paul paid for the rooms, but at a very good price.

It was not without controversy as Dr Sprent had a wife and two sons who contested the sale. The case went
to the Supreme Court in July 1949 as it was alleged that Paul's conduct was improper, as he was Dr 
Sprent's medical adviser at the time the agreement was made. Paul was awarded costs.

In what seems a trifle bizarre note, Paul represented the British Medical Association at an inquiry into new 
tram routes in Hobart in 1950. The BMA was against the route running down Macquarie Street because it 
was thought the trams might interefere with electro-cardiograph, amongst other issues. Paul had some 
trouble articulating the BMAs case as he was a late substitute for the BMA secretary.

Paul was appointed a member of the Doctor's Wages Board in March 1953.

On the occasion of the first visit of Queen Elizabeth II to Tasmania in 1954 he was appointed Honorary 
Physician to the Queen.

12 Humanised milk is fresh milk that has had it's protein and fat levels altered to be more similar to human milk. It's a bloody awful 
thing to feed a baby at the best of times but pretty standard practice at the time.
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The Social Notes in December 1949 sees the first mention of holidaying at Dodge's Ferry; the family 
bought their shack there in that year. When they holidayed there in January 1952 it was immediately after 
entertaining 70 guests at a cocktail party at their Sandy Bay home.

In 1950 or 1951 or so the family lived at Dodges Ferrry for six to nine months, after their house at 27 
Lipscombe Avenue was sold but the house at 33 Willowdene Avenue wasn’t ready to move into. Mollie 
drove the kids to school each day in Hobart.

His Willowdene property is now (sometimes at 
least) referred to as Paul Dorney House. Paul 
engaged his brother Esmond, an architect, to 
extensively remodel and extend the house in 1956.

In November 1956 Paul and his family took their 
new Mercedes on the boat from Devonport to 
Melbourne to attend the Olympic Games there.

In December 1954 Paul was appointed as deputy 
president of the Tasmanian Amateur Athletic 
Association.

The available newspaper record finishes at the end 
of 1954.

Mollie and Paul's honeymoon was delayed for many
years because of the war but they eventually 
travelled to Europe, spending six months away and 
leaving the children behind in Hobart. This is the 
kind of trip you would expect to be mentioned in 
the Social Notes, but no mention has been found, 
suggesting the holiday took place after 1955.

Paul Dorney House in 2017 
https://openhousehobart.org/oh-building/paul-
dorney-house/

His trip probably wasn't a complete holiday as it is known that at some point Paul twice travelled overseas 
for postgraduate study, to the United Kingdom and United States, although the exact dates are not known. 
Is likely that on one of these trips Paul qualified as a cardiologist.

Paul retired from full-time practice in the late 1960s due to the onset of the degenerative disease, Systemic 
lupus erythematosus (SLE), sometimes referred to simply as lupus. SLE is is an autoimmune disease in 
which the body's immune system mistakenly attacks healthy tissue in many parts of the body. Women of 
childbearing age are affected about nine times more often than men.

Paul however continued to work part time at the Repatratiation Hospital until January 1979.

According to one of his obituaries, Paul was involved with early diagnostic work on two heart diseases = 
Conn's Tumor and calcific tumor of the inter-auricular septum. The same obituary stated he was a senior 
physician and later cardiologist at Royal Hobart Hospital and was known for his contributions to medical 
literature.

His son Peter recalls Paul telling him he had reported a charlatan doctor to the Medical Association in 
Hobart. Apparently this guy had been getting away with practising medicine for some time until Paul spoke
to him at a medical gathering and realised that, despite his seeming medical language, he really couldn’t 
have qualified.

His niece Lee remembers him as a highly respected cardiac physician known for his excellent diagnostic 
skills, and much loved by hospital staff and his patients.

Amongst his hobbies and interest Paul flew model aeroplanes and took up woodturning.

Paul and Mollie had moved from Willowdene Avenue to 3 Mawhera Avenue, but still staying in Sandy 
Bay.

Paul died on 1 June 1979 in Hobart. He was 65 years old.

View newspaper items mentioing Paul at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
publictag=Paul+Laurence+Dorney&q=&sortby=dateAsc

Paul on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-49
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Children of John Robert Dorney

Helen Frances Dorney (1905 - 1991)

Helen was born in 1905 in Kirkstall, Victoria. Her parents were John Dorney, a hairdresser who had died 
before she was born and Ellen McCormick.

Helen, or Ellen, the two variations of her name are used somewhat interchangeably, married William Byrne
on 25 February 1933 at St Fidelis' church in Coburg. William was a postal worker who worked for the 
postal service until his retirement in 1971. Ellen was working as clerk at the time of her marriage and lived 
at 102A Gordon Street, Coburg.

Ellen and William had three children together, John, Peter and Mary.

Ellen was recorded in the electoral roll from 1934 to 1937 at 73 Phillips Street, Coburg, from 1942 to 1949 
at 21 Swansea Road, Carrum before settling at 1 Dickens Street, Mentone from 1953 onwards.

https://billiongraves.com/grave/Ellen-Frances-Byrne/5841300

Ellen passed away on 24 February 
1991 and is buried in the Cheltenham 
New Cemetery.

Ellen on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-80
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Fifth Generation

Children of Edward Charles Dorney
The Warrnambool Standard for this period is nor currently available online. More information may come 
available in the future.

Wanda Rosa Dorney (19 Nov 1927 – 26 June 1979)

Wanda was born on 19 November 1927 in Warrnambool to Edward Charles Dorney and Ellen Breen.

In January 1947 Wanda attended the Colac Regatta where she won the Regatta Girl competition. 

She married Kenneth Bristol in 1948. They had two children together, Jillian and Sharon.

Photo from billiongraves.com

Wanda was recorded in the electoral roll in 1949 
living at 13 Queens Street, Burnie. By 1954 she had
returned to Warrnambool, and was living at 77 
Denny Street. From 1963 to 1968 Wanda was 
recorded at 107 Botanic Road.

Her profession, and that of her husband was only 
ever given generally as "sales" in the electoral roll.

Wanda passed away on 26 June 1979 and was 
buried in the Warrnambool Cemetery on 13 July.

Wanda on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-88

The one newspaper item I've found about Wanda can be found at 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Wanda+Dorney&q=

Charles John (Jacky) Dorney (12 Mar 1928 – 12 Jan 1991)

Jacky was born on 12 March 1928 in Warrnambool to Edward Charles Dorney and Ellen Breen.

Jacky was a member of the North Warrnambool Rifle Club, with his name appearing in results from 1949 
through to 1955 (the last year of available newspaper record).

He was also involved in motor cycle racing, and in November 1949, while practising at Tower Hill for a 
motorcycle scramble collided with another motorcycle. The other motorcyclist died later from head injuries
and Jacky himself was hospitalised in a serious condition.

The 1954 electoral roll records him living with his parents at 18 Hyland Street, Warrnambool.

He married Gladys Cox on 21 April 1956 in Warrnambool. They only had one child together, Roslyn 
Marguerite in 1957.

In the 1963 and later electoral rolls he was recorded living alone at 25 Hopkins Road, his profession 
recorded as "sales".

Jacky passed away on 13 January 1991. He is buried with his parents in the Warrnambool Cemetery.

Jacky on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-89

Browse newspaper articles about Jacky at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
public  tag=Charles+John+Dorney&q=&sortby=dateAsc
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George Noel Dorney (1931 - 1999)

Noel was born in 1931 in Warrnambool to Edward Charles Dorney and Ellen Breen.

At the age of five he was knocked down by a motor car and admitted to hospital with head injuries.

Weekly Times, 26 November 1952

Noel attended a “gay cup night ball” at Winslow in November 
1952. He was accompanied by his future wife and their 
photograph appeared in the newspaper.

Winslow is a rural locality situated 20 kilometres north of 
Warrnambool.

He married Eleanor (Nellie) Smith in 1953 in Warrnambool. 
They had four children together, Michael, Jennifer, Anne and 
Steven Noel.

Noel and Nellie were recorded in the electoral roll from 1963 
to 1967 at 37 Allison Avenue, Warrnambool.

Noel worked as a pastrycook. 

Noel passed away in 1999 and is buried in the lawn section of the Warrnambool Cemetery.

Browse (two) newspaper articles about George at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-
publictag=George+Noel+Dorney&q=&sortby=dateAsc

Noel on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-90

Nelda Rubina Dorney (3 Nov 1933 – 21 Jan 2011)

Nelda was born on 3 November 1933 in Warrnambool to Edward Charles Dorney and Ellen Breen.

Nelda married Donald McLaren on 2 July 1955 in Warrnambool. They had three children together, Lea 
Ellen (1956), Mark Donald (1959) and Kim Caroline (1961).

Nelda was recorded in the electoral rolls from 1963 to 1968 at 9 Fitzroy Road and from 1972 to 1980 at 15 
Fitzroy Road.

Nelda passed away on 21 January 2011 and is buried with her husband in the Warrnambool Lawn 
Cemetery.

Nelda on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-91

Ian Kenneth Dorney

Ian was born in 1935 (?) in Warrnambool to Edward Charles Dorney and Ellen Breen.

Ian married Yvonne Murphy. They had eight children together, Shane Paul (1962), Narelle Louise (1963), 
Craig Antony (1965), Merise Anna (1967), Kieran John (1969), Jarrod Leigh (1972), Liana (1974) and 
James Patrick (1979).

Ian owned and operated a panel beating business in Warrnambool.

He was recorded in the electoral rolls at 85 Laverock Road from 1963 to 1972 and at 27 Caroline Crescent 
from 1977 to 1980.

Ian passed away in Warrnambool in around 2011.

Ian on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Dorney-92
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Maree Gail Dorney
Maree was born in 1945 in Warrnambool to Edward Charles Dorney and Ellen Breen. She still lives in the 
Warrnambool area.

Maree married John O'Meara and they had two sons together, Brett and Heath. Through Heath they have 
two grandchildren, Liam and Evelyn.

Suzanne Constance Dorney
Suzanne was born in 1947 in Warrnambool and still lives in the area. Her parents are Edward Charles 
Dorney and Ellen Breen.

Suzanne married Graeme Saunders and they had two children, Kylie and Jason.

Children of James Henry Esmond Dorney

John Farrell Dorney
John was born in 1935. He worked as a veterinarian and lives in Cairns, his residence for many decades.

John married Kem Cory and they had two children together, Bill (1963) and Jim (1969).

Earl David Dorney
Earl was born in 1939. Now retired he worked as a doctor his whole life. Earl has one son, Sasha (1972) 
with his former wife Gaillie Shihoff.

Earl lives in Hobart.

Lee Barbara Dorney
Lee was born in 1950. Lee worked as a nurse, sign language teacher and teacher aide. She married Hamish 
Ewing and they have two children, Alice (1979) and Rowan (1983). Lee has also volunteered for over a 
decade working on biographies for palliative care patients.

Lee lives in Melbourne.

Shane Paul Dorney
Shane was born in 1951. Shane is a doctor and lives in Hobart. He has two children with his former wife, 
Neralee Smith. They are Aloka Lee (1981) and Finn (1982).

Patrick Esmond Dorney
Paddy was born in 1955. Paddy is a retired lecturer in architecture, theory and design. He now lives, writes 
and practises in both Hobart and Launceston.

Paddy married Madeleine Izzard and they have three children, Frances Joanna (1988), Elizabeth Rose 
(1990) and Katherine (1993).

Children of John Joseph Kiernan Dorney

Joanne Maree Dorney
Joanne was born in 1946. Joanne married Brendan Pentony and they had three children together, James, 
Daniel and Luke.

Joanne worked as the chief librarian at the Department of Public Prosecutions in Canberra. She has retired 
to Tasmania.
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Kiernan Damien Dorney
Kiernan was born in 1947. He is a QC and former District Court Judge in Queensland.

Kiernan married Bernadette Dyer and they have three children, Marcel (1976), Anna (1977) and Kathryn 
Jessica (1979). He lives in Brisbane.

Adrienne Josephine Dorney
Adrienne was born in 1949. She worked as a graphic artist.

Adrienne married Frank Cerutti and had three children, Sebastian, Damien and Josephine. Adrienne lives 
in Townsville.

Sean Christopher Dorney
Sean was born in 1951. He worked as a journalist for the ABC for many years and was their Pacific 
correspondent.

Sean is married to Pauline Nare and has two children, Jervina (1977) and Xavier (1978). He lives in 
Brisbane.

Stuart Francis Andrew Dorney
Stuart was born in 1952. Now retired, he was a paediatric gastroenterologist and former Director of 
Clinical Governance at Westmead Children’s Hospital.

Stuart married Susan Arbuckle and they have four children, Kiernan Grant (1984), James Stuart (1986), 
Girard Charles (1987) and Rhiawen Mary (1989). He lives in Sydney.

Gerard Leo Doyle Dorney (1954 – 10 April 1959)

Gerard was born in 1954 and passed away on 10 April 1959.

Gerard was born with microcephaly, probably as a result of a viral infection his mother Joan had during the
pregnancy, possibly Dengue Fever.

Martin Noel Dorney
Martin was born in 1958. Martin is a maths and science teacher at secondary level.

Martin married Lisa Madden and they have one child, Andrew Kiernan (1979). He lives in Brisbane.

Children of Paul Laurence Dorney

Anne Michelle Dorney
Anne was born in 1941. Anne is a retired nurse and lives on the Sunshine Coast with her second husband, 
Paco Rendo. With her first husband Peter Anderson she had four children, Carol Anne (1963), Phillip Paul 
(1975), Shaun James (1966) and Martin Peter (1971).

Michael John Dorney
Mike was born on 18 January 1942 in Hobart, the second child and first son of Paul Dorney and Mollie 
Burmeister.

He was interested in car racing from a young age, and first took it up in the early to mid 1960s. His brother 
Peter, who was working in North Queensland at around this time would send him money to buy part car 
parts, no expecting repayment but just pleased someone in the family was taking part in motor racing.

Mike gave up racing when he got married, but took it up in a small way later in life, and took up trail bike 
racing in a bigger way.

The Dorney Family History 1/11/20 Page 59 of 61

Kiernan Damien Dorney
Kiernan was born in 1947. He is a QC and former District Court Judge in Queensland.

Kiernan married Bernadette Dyer and they have three children, Marcel (1976), Anna (1977) and Kathryn 
Jessica (1979). He lives in Brisbane.

Adrienne Josephine Dorney
Adrienne was born in 1949. She worked as a graphic artist.

Adrienne married Frank Cerutti and had three children, Sebastian, Damien and Josephine. Adrienne lives 
in Townsville.

Sean Christopher Dorney
Sean was born in 1951. He worked as a journalist for the ABC for many years and was their Pacific 
correspondent.

Sean is married to Pauline Nare and has two children, Jervina (1977) and Xavier (1978). He lives in 
Brisbane.

Stuart Francis Andrew Dorney
Stuart was born in 1952. Now retired, he was a paediatric gastroenterologist and former Director of 
Clinical Governance at Westmead Children’s Hospital.

Stuart married Susan Arbuckle and they have four children, Kiernan Grant (1984), James Stuart (1986), 
Girard Charles (1987) and Rhiawen Mary (1989). He lives in Sydney.

Gerard Leo Doyle Dorney (1954 – 10 April 1959)

Gerard was born in 1954 and passed away on 10 April 1959.

Gerard was born with microcephaly, probably as a result of a viral infection his mother Joan had during the
pregnancy, possibly Dengue Fever.

Martin Noel Dorney
Martin was born in 1958. Martin is a maths and science teacher at secondary level.

Martin married Lisa Madden and they have one child, Andrew Kiernan (1979). He lives in Brisbane.

Children of Paul Laurence Dorney

Anne Michelle Dorney
Anne was born in 1941. Anne is a retired nurse and lives on the Sunshine Coast with her second husband, 
Paco Rendo. With her first husband Peter Anderson she had four children, Carol Anne (1963), Phillip Paul 
(1975), Shaun James (1966) and Martin Peter (1971).

Michael John Dorney
Mike was born on 18 January 1942 in Hobart, the second child and first son of Paul Dorney and Mollie 
Burmeister.

He was interested in car racing from a young age, and first took it up in the early to mid 1960s. His brother 
Peter, who was working in North Queensland at around this time would send him money to buy part car 
parts, no expecting repayment but just pleased someone in the family was taking part in motor racing.

Mike gave up racing when he got married, but took it up in a small way later in life, and took up trail bike 
racing in a bigger way.

The Dorney Family History 1/11/20 Page 59 of 61



Mike married Karen (Kazz) Brearley in 1968 in Hobart. They had two children together, Rebecca Lee 
(1971) and Brent Charles (1973). Michael and Karen separated within ten years of their marriage.

Famously tight with small amounts of money, he was apparently be quite comfortable lending larger 
amounts of money to friends and not chase them up for it. He would wear clothes until they were close to 
rags, and on one occasion (when he was an adult) his mother tricked him into handing over a jumper to 
wash but she destroyed it instead.

He was also well known for building very large and hot fires. This might have been partly because he felt 
the cold, but mostly because he just liked big fires. One an occasion when he was married he set up a 
bonfire in the backyard to burn off garden waste. He tried to boost the fire by applying petrol and set 
himself on fire in the process, fortunately there was a bath in the backyard being used as a pond which he 
used to put himself out. His wife Kazz was there at the time but she was only able to laugh uncontrollably 
at the event. 

Mike worked as an ambulance officer and lived in Alice Springs for a number of years in the late 1980s to 
early 1990s, only leaving due to increasingly poor health. His brother Peter came to Alice Springs to help 
him move back to Tasmania.

He inherited a degenerative disease, Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), sometimes referred to simply as 
lupus, from his father.

SLE is is an autoimmune disease in which the body's immune system mistakenly attacks healthy tissue in 
many parts of the body. 

Mike passed away on 6 November 2001 in Dodges Ferry, Tasmania. 

Peter James Dorney
Pete was born in 1944. He has worked in a number of professions but might be best described as a former 
teacher.

He has one son from his first and only marriage to Susan Clapp, Mark (1973). He also has a daughter Sarah
through another relationship.

He currently lives in Noosa Shire with his partner of nearly 35 years, Mareene Hutchings.

Richard Paul Dorney
Ric was born in 1947. He was a helicopter pilot when he was younger and prior to retirement was an 
international airline pilot.

Ric is married to Maria van der Hutt. He does not have any children.

Sixth generation – I'm not sure I'm up for this. It would need to include thirteen grandchildren of Edward 
Charles, ten grandchildren of Esmond, ten grandchildren of Kiernan and three grandchildren of Paul – 
thirty six people in total. But if people think it's a good idea, please let me know.
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APPENDIX A – Comic regarding Kiernan’s DSO

The Argus, 18 August 1945.
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